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Preface. v

yet its Queen was one of the most remarkable women of any
age, and had once probably been well seconded by the French
princess who presided over the rival court of the reigning heir
to the throne. There were other able women besides these,
of lesser rank, but their presence and mode of life at Court is
wholly problematical; and though it would have been possible
to give an authentic inventory of the fabric, colour, and price
of their garments, from contemporary accounts, with certain
epigrams at their expense by contemporary satirists, and even
their portraitures when equipped for peaceful slumber, and
the like, it must be admitted that these are scarcely sufficient
materials for a purely historical reconstruction. For I have
attempted in this book nothing less than the delinecation of
living characters and the description of existing institutions
at a given period of a typical reign. Every personage acted
and spoke almost precisely as represented in this narrative,
and every event took place at the exact time and in the exact
manner described here, as far as a conscientious process, un-
sparing of research, has enabled me to discover the historical
truth. Indeed, it is scarcely too much to say that two-thirds
of this book might be re-translated into the original Latin or
Norman-French of the contemporary historian, or elsewhere
that chapter and verse could be supplied for every statement
or allusion from still more authentic records.

That I have made many mistakes, no one is more conscious
than myself, and I may even venture to assert that this was
inevitable without the co-operation of several great writers who
have made the study of the life of the Manor, the Church, the
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CHAPTER L
ANESTI—THE MANOR,.

ON a warm afternoon of March, in the year of grace 1177,
being the 23rd year of the reign of the great King of Eng-
land, Henry, son of the Empress, a small party of travellers
might have been seen riding slowly and painfully, as though
both man and beast were exhausted by a far and toilsome
journey, along the broad, white High Street, where a few
miles above the Buntingford road the Quin river hurries to
meet the gentle Rib. Halting upon the summit of a slight
eminence, the travellers anxiously scanned the road in front
of them, as though in search of some long-expected land-
mark. The leader of this party was a middle-aged clerk,
whose alert air and intellectual features bespoke the official
rather than the spiritual Churchman. He wore a loose cas-
sock and hood over a close-fitting tunic, and rode a well-bred
palfrey with easy grace. He was attended by three or four
serjeants, mounted on the inferior hackneys of the period,
and clad in sober liveries of parti-coloured cloth. These fol-
lowed at a short distance, leading between them a sumpter-
horse laden with the modest baggage of their master.
“Behold, this is Quinbury, if I mistake not,” exclaimed
the Churchman, after a short pause; “and hereabouts, as
they told us at Ware, we should be able to see the Castle of
Anesti from the High Street. And, lo, yonder it stands very
proudly, somewhat to the right of us, and six miles distant,
1 B
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so that another hour should bring us well to our journey’s
end.”

Hereupon the party once more pursued their slow march,
passing through the vill of Darsell, and following the
course of the river, which presently brought them into the
pleasant valley of Hormead, with its water-mill and broad
mill-pond, and its church and manor house rising above a
tiny vill away to their right. This fertile manor marched,
as they knew, with the south-western boundary of Anesti
and indeed a mile or two farther on a cross-road appeared,
bending sharply to the right, which evidently gave access to
the castle, now conspicuous within a mile of them. Along
a broad lane leading to a windmill, and thence by a narrow
and winding cart track, lined by wych elms, through a wide
expanse of corn land as far as the eye could reach, the
travellers proceeded slowly to the vill of the manor. This
comprised only a dozen or more of rude cottages or hovels,
picturesque enough in their outward aspect from the herbs
and mosses with which their mud walls and thatched roofs
were covered, but affording few indications of interior comfort
or cleanliness. These were ranged in an irregular street, but
with a considerable interval between each, as, in addition to
a garden and, in some cases, an orchard adjacent, every
cottage possessed a tiny farmstead in its rear, consisting of a
byrk, or fold, and a few covered sheds, serving equally as
stables and barn-lofts. .The church, an imposing Norman
structure, stood close at hand, and not far from it the ancient
Saxon manor-house, whose place was now usurped by the
modern castle which towered in the background, and beneath
whose shadow the whole village seemed to nestle. The
Castle of Anesti, so called, was in reality a fortified manor
house of the type so common in a later age on the northern
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borders. Advantage had been taken of a natural knoll or
eminence for the erection of a castellated mansion, protected
by a palisade and deep moat. On the lowest edge of the
declivity the outer walls rose sheer above the winding track,
which led to a massive gateway flanked by bastions, pierced
so as to admit of a raking fire being directed against any
attacking force. The approach being too steep to admit of
the barbican being carried by a sudden assault, the castle
was practically impregnable, for on all other sides it was
protected by the steepness of the mound, and, moreover, was
fortified at the base by a stockade and moat, accessible only
at the postern door by a few stone steps, which one man
could have defended against an army unprovided with re-
gular appliances for a siege. The building itself was of
rough stone from the neighbouring quarry, thick rubble walls,
with angles or quoins and window and door-dressings of
worked blocks. The principal windows were round-headed,
divided externally by shafted mullions, and strongly latticed
with iron, The rest were simple eyelets in the masonry.
The high-pitched roofs of the outbuildings were topped with
shingles, those of the hall and chapel being tiled, and also
guttered with lead.

Our travellers might easily perceive that the castle was
occupied rather as a residence than as a garrison, for the
battlements were ruinous in the extreme, the lattices of the
windows eaten with rust, and even the great oak gate, cased
and studded with iron, had a ricketty look, while all traces of
the portcullis had entirely disappeared. However, there was
at least a warder, posted at the wicket, who, on receiving the
visitor's name and business, cast open the gate upon its
creaking hinges, and conducting the party through the gate-
way, announced them in a loud voice to the notice of the
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serving-men who loitered about the courtyard. Several of
these now hastened forward, and, after assisting the Church-
man to dismount, conducted him within an inner gate or
barrier. ;

The ground-plan of the castle was exceedingly simple.
The interior gateway opened on to a small courtyard, the
sides of which were formed by the hall and adjoining
chambers, the chapel, kitchen, bakehouse and dairy. These
buildings formed, as it were, the inner circle of fortifications,
being surrounded by the circuit of the walls inclosing an
outer space. The dwelling-house consisted of a hall about
fifty feet in length and thirty-five in breadth, open to the roof,
the arches of which were carried on two rows of columns,
the apartment being thus divided into two aisles with a
central nave. The entrance was by a porch opening on to a
vestibule, screened off from the lower end of the hall, with
doors to the buttery and pantry. On a lower level, beneath
this vestibule, was an under-croft with a vaulted roof, which
served as a cellar. There was no interior staircase, and
access was only obtained to the upper part of the build-
ing by a broad flight of stone steps which led from the
courtyard to the chamber above the cellar. There was also
a parlour adjoining the hall, which, like the upper chamber,
was hung with canvas dyed scarlet, and was moreover
decorated with a painted ceiling, these two chambers being
used as the private apartments of the family. On to this
parlour the chapel abutted, completing one angle of the
courtyard, the other being formed by the domestic offices
before mentioned, which, unlike the chapel, were entirely
disconnected with the dwelling-house itself, and were all open
to the roof, with the exception of a few small lofts, con-
structed by means of boards laid across the ceiling joists.
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In the great hall the lord of the castle, already apprized
of the guest’s arrival, advanced to embrace him, with many
inquiries as to his welfare.

Richard de Anesti, although now past middle life, was still
in outward appearance a young man. In figure he was short
and somewhat slight, but firmly knit, and with limbs beauti-
fully proportioned. His features were of the best Norman
type, expressing both courage and intelligence. His beard
was closely trimmed to the fashion of the day ; his dress
consisted of a short green mantle, much weather-stained,
fastened by a jewelled clasp upon his right shoulder; and
beneath this was worn a long tunic, and close-fitting hose of
fine red cloth. A peaked hunting cap and high boots com-.
pleted his attire. His only arms were a long hunting knife,
which hung in its sheath from a girdle worked with silver
broidery.

The history of his family was a common one at that time.
Richard the Clerk, his grandfather, was by birth a Norman,
educated for the Church, but devoting himself by preference
to a literary and official career. After filling with credit a
clerical post under the Seneschal of Normandy, at Caeﬁ,
where, as at English Winchester, a central department of
financial administration was already formed for the Duchy,
and having further enlarged his mind by an experience of the
elaborate civilization of Norman Sicily, and of the recondite
processes of the Roman Curia, he had sought a larger sphere
of ambition at the English Court. There, with quick insight
and perhaps a true sympathy, he attached himself to the
clerical leader, Roger le Poer, during the sharp struggle that
took place in the first decade of the 12th century between
the forces of national progress and feudal anarchy. This
patron’s promotion to the post of English Seneschal, now no
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longer a mere viceroy, but a skilled justiciary, and the
development of the old tribunal of household thegns in
conjunction with the treasurer’s clerks at Winchester to
form a great central court of justice and finance, with its
headquarters henceforth at Westminster, furnished congenial
work for the ex-scribe of Caen. Like many others of his
clerical contemporaries, in spite of the sneers of baronial
courtiers at the expense of “new men,” he had in fact
founded a greater family, ennobled by genius and endowed
further by the regard and gratitude of the Crown and nation
with more substantial honours.

The Manor of Anesti may have been originally a military
station on the great Roman road which led from London to
Cambridge. Next, an agricultural villa growing up on the
lot of some provincial veteran. Next, an Anglian “ham” or
“stead,” with merely a change of lord and of name to its
present title of the Manor by the Highway ; later still, a
West Saxon thane’s bocland through the evanescence of the
Anglian sub-kingdom. At the close of the ogth century
part of the territory ceded to Danish colonists, and then,
when the territorial distinction of the Danelaga had become
as meaningless as the Danegeld itself, we find Anesti ap-
parently falling to the share of Earl Harold in the practical
division of England amongst the sons of Godwin ; thus
once more becoming the bocland of an English thegn, for
Harold granted it with other lands to Alward, his hench-
man. Alward’s fate is unknown. Perhaps, like many another
stout Eastern thegn, he followed his lord to Hastings, and
fell amongst the hus-carls round the dragon standard, or being
taken in arms was degraded or exiled. In any case he was
dispossessed, for Eustace the Frenchman held Anesti at
Domesday survey. This Count, following the feuda] license
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permitted at the crisis of the conquest, built the Castle, of
which a tradition only survives, adding thus a final con-
firmation of the strategic importance of the road-side settle-
ment. During the Norman period Anesti continued to form
part of the great honour of Boulogne, and thus it came to be
granted, like many other manors of that titular peerage, to
a useful servant of the king. Under Henry II. the honour
passed finally into the hands of the Crown and the old tenants
with it, to the great advantage of them all, and of none more
than the family and kindred of Richard the Clerk.

The latter, we have said, founded a new official family, or
more truly a clan—brothers, sons, nephews, drawing salaries
small indeed, but most acceptable in an age of short currency
at the issue of the Exchequer, while they were far more
richly paid by grants of lands out of the ancient demesne
of the Crown.  Before two generations had elapsed, off-
shoots of this vigorous stock might be found in half a dozen
counties of England. As for the founder’s lineal descen-
dants, his grandson Richard, who has here been introduced
to us, stepped into the hereditary manor, and settled down
to the life of a country baron; while his younger brother,
John, held a lucrative post at the Exchequer, and was fast
founding a new county family, from gifts of Crown lands in
Hampshire. In his boyhood, the younger Richard had been
the companion of William, the son of Nigel, like his brother
the King’s treasurer one of that remarkable body of clerks
who were in turn justices and barons of the Exchequer,
sheriffs, ambassadors, captains, and financial agents, or
merely churchmen, courtiers, philosophers, historians and
poets, sportsmen and wits, according to the varying demands
of their royal master. This friendship he had not failed to
cultivate during his rare visits to Court, until something like

Y.

—
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a close intimacy sprung up between the two men, who were
so dissimilar in their modes of life. Perhaps the old clerical
blood revealed itself in this instinctive yearning of the feudal
vassal for the intellectual companionship of the highly trained
statesman to whose subtle disquisitions upon the origin of
political and social institutions he was never weary of listen-
ing. Thus it was, in response to repeated invitations, that the
son of Nigel had at length visited his friend’s mansion for a
few days during the leisure of the Hilary vacation, having
also business of his brother’s to transact within the county, in
connection with the recent grant received by him from the
Crown, of the rich manor of Essendon.

After the first greetings had been exchanged, Richard de
Anesti committed his friend to the care of the seneschal, in
order that he might remove the traces of his long journey.
Then supper was served in the great hall, and the whole
household retired to rest shortly after sundown.

The following morning the son of Nigel rose early, and
after hearing matins in the chapel, and breaking his fast in
his own chamber, he received the visit of his host, who ex-
pressed a readiness to attend him, if he should wish to take
the air in the fields of the demesne. Gladly consenting to
this proposal, he was first conducted by the lord through the
principal apartments of the castle. In all of these, and
throughout the whole building, the greatest simplicity of
furniture was observable. Decorations there were none, and
the walls, except when rarely draped with coarse unfulled
cloth or dyed canvas, showed the bare stone-work, unconcealed
even by plaster. Several stools, curiously carved, a single
sideboard in the recess of the dais, filled, however, with
rich plate; wooden bedsteads in the great chamber, and
truckle-beds in the hall; a few cushions, introduced by the
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deceased lady of the castle, and great plenty of joined stools
and forms, with table-boards on trestles for the hall, formed
the movable furniture of the castle. Again, the evidences
of an agricultural rather than a military 7Zg7me were evident
both within and without the building. Here a newly-flayed
ox-hide hung on a spike in the great hall below the trophies
of antlered heads and gleaming tusks. Mattocks and reap-
ing-hooks kept company with iron caps and sheaths of
arrows on the walls, while rusty plough-shares, horse-shoes,
and empty grain measures were piled in distant corners, so
that the Churchman playfully observed that here at least the
prophecy seemed like to be fulfilled, that swords should be
beaten into plough-shares, and spears into pruning-hooks.
Within the courtyard was a smaller inclosure, which they
visited, and which contained a curious assortment of birds
and animals; namely, poultry of all kinds, together with
peacocks, a parrot, and a pair of magpies, besides which there
was a bear chained to a stake, and seemingly on the best of
terms with an ape, and several large stoats, which latter, like
the dogs (of which almost all breeds were represented), were
free of every chamber in the castle. Passing into the larger
inclosure, formed by the principal buildings above-mentioned,
they inspected the dairy of the manor, which contained,
besides a number of shallow earthen milk-pans placed on
trestles against the walls, a few vats, a salt-jar, a vessel con-
taining rennet, and a quantity of pressing-cloths hanging
upon the rafters of the low roof. Within the outer circle of
the walls of the castle were situated the garden, or plesaunce,
and the orchard, in which the profusion of flowers, and shrubs,
and herbs of all kinds contrasted strangely with the meagre
crops of onions and other edible roots. On the other hand,
there were many pear-trees and cherry-trees, while several



10 Court Life under the Plantagenets.

stunted apple-trees were allowed to exist for the purpose
apparently, of supplying crabs for tankards and verjuice for
festival sauces. Beyond the outer walls, as far as the eye
could reach, was one unbroken carpet of springing corn; yet
however dense the expanse of
crops viewed at a distance,
Richard de Amnesti and his
guest found no difficulty in
making their way by means
of the cross-roads which led
from the vill of Anesti to neigh-
bouring towns or hamlets;
being, as it were, the arteries
of the body politic of the Hun-
dred ; while the paths formed

FIG. 1. by the headlands might be con-
sidered as capillaries of veins, giving access at all times for
every peasant farmer to his scattered plots.

As they pursued their walk through the cornfields, Richard
directed his guest’s attention to
the fact that the whole of the
arable land was divided into
three great fields. On the north-
east of the manor, surrounding
the castle, was winter corn, that
is to say, the several varieties of
wheat sown in the preceding
autumn, with some patches of
peas and vetch. On the west Fie. 2.
side was the seedland prepared for the spring corn, oats
and barley, and drage, and towards the south an almost
equal extent of fallow. Qutside these three great fields was
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a belt of pasture, some common to the cattle of the lord and
villagers, with richer fields of pasture and meadow carefully
fenced in and lying chiefly towards the south. The son of
Nigel, who knew that the crops under his view belonged some
to the lord and some to the tenants, was somewhat at a loss
to comprehend the means of distinction between the plots of
the several cultivators; but when they reached the plough-
lands, Richard made him observe the mounds of turf by which
the several strips were divided, those of the tenants in villein-
age into half-virgates, and the demesne land into separate en-
closures by a larger bank, together with a ditch, or occasion-
ally by a low, quickset hedge, so closely cut as to form an

Fi1G. 3.

almost transparent barrier. Several plough-teams of oxen
were at work here, four in each, and all double-yoked. The
ploughmen in their long smocks, bare-legged, save for their
high boots, leaned heavily on the left hale of the plough, so
that they seemed to lurch in their walk, whilst they shouted
continually to urge on their teams or to direct the drivers,
one of whom walked in front of each team armed with a long
goad, by a liberal use of which he contrived that each beast
should keep his proper place and bear his share of the
draught. But every fifty yards or so the oxen, as if moved
by common impulse, would lower their heads to the ground
and stop resolutely, whereat the ploughman leaned against
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the spindle, and the driver threw himself upon the ground be-
side the team; while the wearied animals, themselves blowing
hard with distended nostrils and heaving flanks, sought tq
allay the smarting of their wounds with blows of their long
tails and impatient stamping of their feet. Thus they would
remain, Richard assured his guest, for half an hour at a time,
were not the bailiff always at hand, whereas all who have
driven oxen know that they must stop just three minutes to
fetch their breath, and no longer, lest they should grow stiff; but
none of these villeins and hinds, said he sadly, has any care
at all for the lord’s interests—each seeking instead only his
own ease or profit, that one may save his labour, and an-
other his team, when he is compelled to perform plough-work
upon the demesne.

When the two friends had passed beyond the spring field
where, besides the teams now engaged upon the second
ploughing, many rustics were at work breaking up the clods
with wooden mallets to lighten the labour of the harrow, they
entered upon the enclosed meadows and pastures of the
demesne. Here the freshness of the ground and of the bud-
ding thorn-trees was most grateful after the glare and dust
of the open fields. Richard now described the work of hay-
making, which, he said, was performed in the season by the cus-
tomary service for the most part of the cottiers of the manor,
who were assisted by their wives and elder children, receiving
twice a day plentiful rations of bread and meat, or salt-fish
and cheese, washed down with large draughts of small ale
thickened with meal. In the pastures a small flock of milch
ewes were now feeding, and the son of Nigel was not a little
astonished at this sight.

“I marvel much,” he said, “that you should prefer the thin
and acid milk of these animals to the rich and fragrant milk
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of cows, since you must have abundance of pasture here for
both.”

“ Not so,” replied his host, “for, unless you fatten at least
half the herd at Michaelmas, and slaughter them for winter
beef before Martinmas, there is small profit from them and great
risks of loss from disease, though I grant you that if we were
near some large town the case would be different. But as it
is, some lambs die and others are weaned and fattened for
the table, and it were evil husbandry not to use the milk of
the dams for cheeses, which the labourers eat readily, and the
remainder can be sold with a good profit at the fairs. So

Fic. 4.

much I learned from my brother and your fellow, John the
Clerk, who hath, as you know, lands in Hampshire of the
King’s gift, and there they will have nought to do with kine,
but breed or fatten only sheep, which can live on little com-
pared with other beasts.”

After questioning the shepherd as to the state of the flock,
Richard led the way home across the pastures by a path or
track which led directly to the folds beneath the castle wall.

It was half-way noon before they entered the castle, and
dinner was served in the great hall soon after, at which meal
the whole household was assembled. After this was over the
lord and his guest sat together over their wine cups, and con-
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versed upon the state of the country in respect of agriculture.
The Churchman had many questions to ask on this score,
and particularly as to his friend’s own experiences, who
replied with the following description of the cultivation of
his demesne.

“The manor of Anesti contains about 1,000 acres of arable,
pasture, meadow, and wood. It is divided into two almost
equal parts—one held and cultivated by the lord, and the
other by his free and customary tenants. The former is the
demesne, which contains about 400 acres of ploughland, 50
of choice meadow and pasture, and as many of scattered
woodland. Three ploughs are engaged in the tillage of the
demesne, in which they are assisted by the customary services
of the tenants, who provide usually six supplementary
ploughs at appointed seasons. A small flock of sheep pasture
in summer on the common of the manor, on the grassy
fallows, and on the rank stubbles after harvest. Before
November the chief part of the flock is either sold or killed,
and salted for winter use, and the ewes and lambs folded for
the season. The same is done with the cattle, though here
several of the milch kine are fattened and slaughtered to eke
out the precious winter pasture and scanty stock of hay.

“ Even so the ewes are largely supported on chopped straw
and pease-haulm ; while the oxen of the ploughs are wholly
fed in winter with sheaves of oats, though on holidays they
are turned out to grass if the weather is favourable.

“As for the horses, it is fortunate I have not many, and
those only hackneys for myself and my men, for were it other-
wise we should need to thresh out more than the whole crop
of oats, leaving none for sale, and the cost of threshing to boot,
for you may not give them the whole blade. Thus you will
see there is little profit in stock, for except that the plough-
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oxen must be kept alive, which are the chief source of wealth,
and a certain number of beeves and muttons must be salted
down each winter for the household, the business is a thank-
less one. True that the stock sold at St. Simon and .St.
Jude often brings a good return, and that the fleeces and
hides are especially valuable, yet you must buy again at
Hocktide often as dear as you have sold cheap; and then
every seventh year comes the murrain, which wastes all that
you have gained meantime. Nay, there are but three things
which pay for all the rest and something over. These are
corn, and swine, and cheese. As for the other half of the
land, that which is let out to the free tenants or the villeins,
it yields a fair profit from rents, both in money and in kind.
Formerly it was of more consequence to the lord, who shared
as it were his tenants’ profits—he providing them with their
outfit of seed corn and plough oxen, and they rendering
services in labour upon the demesne or tithes of produce.
But now they pay more in money and less in kind, which is
little to my liking. Thus I have but a small share in their
concerns, though the farm bailiff sees that they perform their
set-work punctually, while the seneschal regulates their suit
of court and takes fines from them for the neglect thereof.
In addition to these villeins there are the hired labourers
who work on the demesne, and the serfs. Both of these form
part of my household. However, the farm bailiff and plough-
men, with the shepherd, the swineherd, and woodward, are
still chosen, by ancient custom, from the villeins of the
manor, and receive their fees and perquisites accordingly.
But in order that these things may be made more clear to
you, I will read to you, if you please, the last account of this
manor which was rendered to me by my officers.”

Hereupon Richard de Anesti rose, and, opening an oaken
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chest which stood in a recess, produced from it a bundle
of small parchment rolls, one of which he selected and un-
rolled, commenting upon its contents as follows :—

“This is the account of John the seneschal and Richard
the bailiff. First they credit me with the rents of the manor
and the farm of the mill for the past half-year. Also for the
proceeds of the sale of pannage and underwood and the
like. Then for the issues of fines for neglect of customary
services or by way of composition for their remission. For
example, the shepherd and his helps are fined for neglect
of the ewes at lambing-time, the ploughman for careless
ploughing, and others for neglecting to work upon the de-
mesne on the days appointed; for breaking pasture and
wood ; taking honey and the like. The crops grown last
year were, of wheat, eighty quarters; of scurril and mixtil
(which are, as you know, an inferior sort) thirty-six quarters;
of drage, twenty quarters ; of barley, eighteen quarters; and
of oats, 121 quarters ; in all 275 quarters, being the produce
of three ploughlands. Of these, sixty-seven quarters of
wheat were sold, sixteen were reserved for the seed of sixty-
nine acres sown this year, and one quarter was consumed
in rations for the haymakers. Of the scurril, five quarters
were bestowed on a carter, and three and a half on the
dairy-woman. The whole of the drage was sold. Of
oats, sixty-seven quarters were sold, forty-two and a half
were kept for seed of ninety-four acres, five quarters were
bestowed on a carter, and seven were consumed by the
plough-oxen. Lastly, of barley, five and a half quarters were
sold, four and a half were reserved for the seed of ten acres,
and the rest was bestowed on the carter and the dairy-woman
aforesaid. The stock of the demesne consists of the plough-
oxen, the ewe-flock, the wether flock, and some hogs that
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were bought at Easter. Of these, one ox died and was
replaced, several ewes were lost in the lambing season, and
three of the muttons were eaten by the haymakers. The
ewes produced rather more than a lamb apiece, counting
those which were barren and those which died ; but more
than half the lambs have been carried off by the sickness,
and of the rest a considerable number were claimed by the
Church for the tithe, and by the bailiff and shepherd for their
perquisites, so that fifty only remain now out of nearly twice
that number. But there is a herd of fifty swine, which the
swineherd drives into the woods and which increases greatly

Fie. s.

and yields a large profit, especially from such as are penned
and fattened on barley-meal in the winter. Besides this live-
stock, I hold the fleeces of the ewes and wethers of much
account, and this season they were very heavy, and I have
sold them a good bargain to Gisbert, the Fleming, of Ipswich,
together with the fells of all the lambs and ewes that died,
the muttons that were slaughtered, and the dead ox’s hide.
The cheeses made by the dairy-woman complete the produce
of the year. There were 175 of these, weighing more than
four, hundred-weight , whereof 162 were sold, and the rest
C
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were consumed by the hay-makers and harvesters and by the
household.

“ On the other side, the expenses of working the farm are
considerable. The bailiff, shepherd, ploughmen and carters,
woodward and dairy-woman receive each a high wage. The
three plough-teams must be shod, and the smith is constantly
employed in the repair of the carts and implements. New
utensils have to be supplied for the dairy, with sheets and
canvas cord, pitch, buckets, and
fifty other necessaries. Again,
the threshers and dykers are
paid through the winter by piece-
work. In short, when all ex-
penses are paid, there remains
over only a profit of some thirty
pounds,thoughthe greater part of
the cost of the household is de-
frayed, without touchingthis sum,
out of the products of the soil.”

“I perceive,” said the son of
Nigel, when Richard had ended
his discourse, “the poor estate
of a landowner who is not skilful in the management of his
farms, and this perchance may explain the lowness of all
direct assessments upon the land which I have often noticed.
Hitherto, indeed,my own knowledge of these things has been
drawn from surveys and valuations amongst the records of
the Exchequer, which afford truly many superficial facts, as
that the least estate in land, and such as is most commonly
held in villeinage, is a half-virgate, which elsewhere is the land
of one ox ; next to this a virgate, or the land of a single yoke
of oxen; next a half hide, which is two virgates, or half a
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carucate ; next a full hide, or carucate, which is four virgates ;
and lastly, a knight’s fee of four hides. Therefore I suppose
that in every hide or carucate there will be four yoke of oxen
and ploughs, according to the custom of agriculture, together
with common of pasture and as much meadow as there may
happen to be. And now note this thing, that the land is not
assessed at the Exchequer according to the number of acres,
but according to the number of ploughs ; for these denote the
real wealth of the land, and not the extent measured by the
perch and cord. Consider now that if there be a manor of
five hides in which there are ten ploughs, as there are here,
and another of the same extent in which there are but five
ploughs, is it not probable that in the latter much of the land
is marsh or thorns, or otherwise unsuitable for tillage ; and
therefore would it not be manifestly unfair that a close
assessment should be made of each according to the acre and
not by the carucate? Thus it hath seemed to the wisdom of
our great King, so that with us the assessment of the land is
now made by ploughs, each being taken to be worth twenty
shillings. Besides this assessment, which is chiefly intended
for such as do not hold by military service, there is the
scutage paid by the holders of knight’s fees, namely, forty
shillings for each fee, which is ten shillings on the hide or
five shillings for each plough, in most cases; so that the
tenant in socage and the tenant by knight-service shall both
be assessed at the same rate, namely, one-fourth on the
carucate for the one, which is five shillings, and forty shillings
on the knight’s fee for the other, which is also five shillings on
the carucate, or if it be sometimes more, then it is to be
considered that here the tenant is assessed ratione militie,
and that it must still be more to his advantage to pay than
to serve in his own person, as he must otherwise do. For my



20 Court Life under the Plantagenets.

own part, however, I would not have a general assessment of
the carucate as being worth twenty shillings in all cases, but
according as it is found that the land is good or bad, and the
number of the plough teams actually used.

“Tt is strange,” said Richard, “that the land alone should
pay for the maintenance of the King’s state and the welfare
of his kingdom.”

“Nay,” rejoined the other, “it is best seemly that the King,
whose the whole land is, should receive his own according to
his needs. Rather it is strange that the holders of land
should render no greater rent or services, and other incidents,
for that which cost their forefathers nothing to obtain, whereas
a merchant who hath acquired goods by industry or purchase
must contribute far more thereof to the revenue of the Crown,
and, indeed, can scarcely call them hisown but by the King'’s
favour.”

“ And yet,” said Richard, “such a one will be careful to
make good his losses at the expense of the farmer, whose corn
and wool he will buy at a lower rate, giving this extortion as
his excuse ; so at least it hath always happened to me in my
dealings with such merchants,”

“I grant you,” replied the son of Nigel, “that these men
are subtle knaves ; but the profits of their merchandise arise
rather from the luxury and unthrift of the age, whereby they
have no need to cheapen their purchases from the producer,
but will often buy from him at a good price, knowing that
they will be repaid tenfold by their venture. But more of
this another time, for I see that there are those approaching
who have business on hand.”

As he spoke the steward ushered into the lord’s presence
several of the superior tenants of the manor, whilst at a
respectful distance a larger body of peasants followed, and
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remained crowded together at the lower end of the hall con-
versing in whispers. Next the lord’s seneschal entered,
accompanied by the chaplain, bearing a roll of parchment,
pen, and ink-horn, and approached the dais.

“The court of the manor is holden to-day,” explained
Richard, “and yonder are the suitors. For you must know
that T have caused the court to sit in the afternoon, to the
end that the villagers may attend after the teams are driven
home, and also that a holiday shall by no means be consumed
in the hearing of plaints and trespasses. But now, if you will,
let us sit apart and watch the proceedings.”

Meanwhile the seneschal had taken his seat, the free
suitors ranged themselves in front of the dais, and the court
was proclaimed by one of the lord’s officers. Thereupon the
seneschal received the excuses of those who failed to appear
in several suits, to whom new days were assigned. Next
presentment was made of such as owed suit to the court and
were then absent.

“ I perceive,” said the Treasurer, “that this is the court of
the free-tenants, as well as that of the customary tenants.”

“You are right,” replied his host, “and you can see that
there are twelve of the former, who may be called the body-
politic of the manor. These report upon the whole state of
the manor, and adjudge all civil suits and trespasses. Here
also all admittances are made and other formalities. The
villagers, too, are subject to the jurisdiction of this court, and
attend as the helpers of the free tenants, their evidence being
taken on oath in cases which concern their own estate.”

Meanwhile the suitors had made divers presentments con-
nected with the customs, profit, or boundaries of the manor.
Next, what reliefs, escheats, wardships, marriages, waifs and
strays, or other incidents, had accrued to the lord. Next, of

y
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various trespasses for which fines were assessed upon the of-
fenders, such as making a new path across the lord’s enclo-
sure, pasturing cattle in the same, fishing in the lord’s water,
resistance to the lord’s officers, breaking pound, overstocking
the common, damaging the lord’s wood, grinding corn at an-
other mill than'the lord’s, etc. Next, that certain officers of the
manor had not properly discharged their duties, under which
head several neglects were punished with slight fines. Next,
the ale-tasters presented one who had sold ale that was below
the standard strength, and the miller was heavily fined for
taking toll by a measure larger than the standard. Finally,
several customary tenants were admitted, and also proof was
made of such villagers as had married their daughters with-
out the lord’s license, permitted their sons to be ordained,
neglected to repair their tenements, omitted to perform their
task work upon the demesne, fines being assessed in all
these cases. The presentments being ended, the seneschal
dismissed the court, and the suitors quietly withdrew.

As soon as they were alone, Richard began to inquire of
the son of Nigel the origin of the Barons’ Courts of England,
who replied as follows :—

“You are doubtless aware that these courts are of several
kinds and of several degrees—for some are larger than others,
as in the case of Hundreds granted by charter and Hon-
ours, and for these there is usually a chief court; but for
the rest, each manor has its own court, provided there are
tenants there sufficient for the same. And these tenants owe
suit to the lord’s court, whatever their rank may be, yet their
standing there is not entirely the same. For it is doubtless
within your own memory that the free tenants of many manors
were both of gentle birth and good ability ; so that they were
in some sort the lord’s assessors, and gave judgment upon the



Anesti.—The Manor. 23

presentments of the villagers, or of their own motion. Thus,
too, it is evident that this institution was taken from that of/
the folk-moot and the Hundred, and also that it has this
likeness to the proceedings of the King’s Court itself. For,
whereas it is related that formerly the thegns and franklins
assisted the great earl in his public court or fotk-moot, giving
judgment there upon the presentments of the men appointed
from every township, and likewise in the Hundred assisting
the king’s officer for the preservation of his peace, so, too,
the barons and other helpers of our lord the King himself in
his Court seem to resemble these freeholders, inasmuch as
they are bound by their tenure to render like suit to their
lord, and to assist him as is aforesaid. But of late the place
of that earl hath been filled by the sheriff, being more skilful
in such parts, and those barons have still more recently been
superseded by the King’s Justices. These sheriffs and jus-
tices then have assumed many of the ancient functions of the
suitors of old (who now for the most part excuse themselves
from attendance, except such as are of peasant bloed), and so
it has come to pass that neither the king nor the baron (the
earl being long since overlooked) is accustomed to preside in
court ; that in their absence the better sort of free suitors has
fallen away, and that in default the officer of king and lord
order and dispose of everything at their own discretion in
their masters’ interests.”

After this, Richard de Anesti began to tell his guest of
the Abbot of St. Alban’s great court, held in the open air
beneath a certain tree there, and also of a curious custom
which prevailed from time immemorial in the neighbouring
county of Essex, and which he had himself witnessed during
his residence at the several manors held by him there as
of the honour of Boulogne, Which custom was, namely,
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this; that each year, shortly after Hock-tide, the bailiff or
other officer of every liberty or Hundred should cut from a
willow-tree a great bough, and after shaping it to a certain
length and thickness, he should carry it up to the principal
manor-house within the liberty, and there wrap it in a fair
linen cloth, as though it were an image, and lay it upon a
pillow, and set it in the highest place in the hall. And after
it had tarried there some while, the bailiff should take it up
again and carry it by sun-shining to an appointed lane, whither
every tenant who was bound to watch and ward this staff ac-
cording to his tenure should repair well-armed. Whereupon
they being all assembled, the mouth of that lane was closed
with a great bar of timber, with a bell hanging there-to to
stay such people as would pass by. And the bailiff having
taken note that all the tenants were present, straightly charged
and commanded them to watch and keep the ward in silence
and due order, so that the King should be harmless and the
country scathless until the sun-rising. And when the sun
bad risen, the lord of that principal manor repaired thither,
and taking up the staff scored thereon with a knife a certain
token that the watch had been truly kept. After which the
bailiff should convey it to the lord of the next manor, speak-
ing certain verses in the Saxon tongue. And so the staff
was watched and warded in like manner throughout every
Hundred of Essex, as far as a place called Atte Wode, and
there it was cast into the sea.

After several days passed in these rustic pursuits, varied by
hunting, and an occasional entertainment afforded by some
straggling jongleur, the son of Nigel prepared himself to re-
turn to London, where the King was about to hold his Court
at the beginning of Lent, in order to decide the cause of the
ambassadors of Castille and Navarre, as well as to transact
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canon of that Church. But first he bade one of his serjeants
escort Richard de Anesti to an honest herbergeour near by,
promising further to acquaint his brother, John the Clerk, of
his coming to London, and adding that his brother the
Treasurer expected an early visit from his old friend to his
official residence at Westminster. The following morning,
accordingly, Richard was aroused by his host, soon after sun-
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rise, with the news that his brother was below awaiting his
rising. After a warm greeting had passed between the
brothers, Richard expressed an earnest wish to view once
more, after an absence of many years, the sights of the city,
and to make himself better acquainted with the pursuits and
pastimes of its inhabitants. To this proposal his brother
cheerfully agreed, and without further delay they sallied forth
together unattended. As they proceeded eastward, John,
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drew attention to the ground-plan of the city, which, he
observed, was enclosed by a line of walls except on the side
of the river, where they were long since decayed. He next
showed that there was a central avenue from east to west,
from Aldgate to Newgate, with narrower streets, parallel
to this, intersected by innumerable lanes. Beside the walls
and the river strand, the houses were less densely packed,
and there were also open spaces at several points where the
great markets were held, besides the cimiteries of a hundred
churches, and the precincts of the monasteries. Nevertheless,
he admitted that the general effect produced to the eyes of
a stranger was that of a labyrinth of houses, which was due,
probably, to the irregular lines of the streets, and the narrow-
ness of the lanes and alleys.

The houses of the citizens in the several wards through
which they passed were built entirely of wood, with one or
rarely two gables facing the street. The lower part of these

”

houses was usually of solid timbers, but the projecting gable .

above was merely a framework filled in with plaster, the ex-
ternal surface of the entire front being usually daubed with
whitewash. The roofs were thatched with reeds, or straw, or
shingles, and rarely tiled, and the windows were protected at
the best only by hinged lattices of wood or iron. Each house
possessed a courtyard, and often a garden at the rear, but none
exceeded two storeys in height, the ground-floor being the
shop, warehouse, or workroom, and the first floor the dwelling-
rooms of the family. In some cases, however, stalls were
erected against the outside wall, protected from the weather
by pent-houses which overhung the pavement. The roads
were unmade, and the footways before the houses were un-
evenly flagged with natural stone. The garbage from the
houses was thrown into the deep gutters, whence it was
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removed at long intervals, by the city scavengers, in carts, out-
side the walls. Moreover, these gutters were flushed with a
filthy torrent of water, owing to the practice of washing linen
and scouring clothes or furs in the roadway. Fowls, pigs,
and even milch-kine roamed freely about the streets, and
fierce-looking dogs preyed upon the garbage, in the company
of kites and crows. None of these inconveniences, however,
were marked by our two visitants, and Richard gazed around
him with wonder and delight, as the various objects of note
were pointed out to him by his companion : the churches,
convents, and schools; the mansions of the wealthy mer-
chants and the lodgings of the nobles ; the shops of workers
in metals, leather, cloth, fur, and other principal trades; the
forges of the shoeing-smiths, already ringing in the still morn-
ing air, and the barbers’ basons, surreptitiously filled with
blood ; lastly, the hostels, and other houses of entertainment,
such as the cook-shops, pie-shops, wine-taverns, and ale-houses.

Still more interesting to Richard were the open markets
which they visited in turn, for besides the numerous huck-
sters, who cried fish, bread, and other victuals in the streets,
or sold them from door to door, and the carts filled with
wood, or charcoal, or water, stationed at the principal cross-
ways,—the main business of the purveyors of victuals was
carried on in the open spaces, paved, and suitably appointed
for that purpose, and which, as the morning advanced, were
frequented by throngs of eager buyers. Among such were
Gracechurch market, for the produce of the eastern counties;
Newgate, similarly appointed for that of the north parts, or
of the west, besides Smithfield, Cornhill, and the Cheap
itself, with Billingsgate for fish and merchandise landed by
ships at the Hythe or St. Botolph’s wharf, under the protec-
tion (and exaction) of the keeper of the Tower.
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In each of these markets the various bales of merchandise
were laid out upon the pavement, to allow of a complete
inspection of their contents, for none might sell by the
sample, and, moreover, the quality of the wares was liable to
examination by the officers of the market. Here, too, were
stalls for the butchers and fishmongers, with temporary
sheds or booths for the protection of the costly wares of the
greater merchants.

In all these markets there was a prodigious uproar from a
babel of tongues, with general merriment on the part of the
buyers and onlookers at every ludicrous incident. Among
the chapmen themselves, however, quarrels were rife, and the
city serjeants had frequently to interfere, to avert a serious
affray. The last of these centres visited by the brothers was
Smithfield, where the great horse-fair of London was held
every six weeks without the city walls. Here the citizens
seemed to be bent as much on pleasure as on business, or,
more truly said, their business was conducted in a pleasurable
manner. Many nobles on horseback, wealthy traders, and
royal grooms and purveyors, were here to be seen critically
inspecting the chargers and palfreys of English, Spanish, and
Flemish breeds, whose paces were skilfully displayed by the
horse-keepers. Not unfrequently, by special request of some
influential purchaser, several horses were tried against each
other, mounted by boys, along a course that was hastily
cleared by the goodwill of the spectators, who appeared to
take the keenest interest in these equine contests, cheering
the horses or riders by their names, and sometimes even
wagering upon the result.

In another part of the field the brood-mares, cows, sheep,
and swine, with their young ones running beside them, were
exposed for sale, together with plough-oxen and various kinds
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of agricultural implements. Long before Richard had gazed
his fill upon this animated spectacle, his brother drew him
away in the direction of the river, where, he said, they would
be assured of the best dinner to be got in London at one of
the cook-shops for which this neighbourhood was famous.
Their way led them by the west front of St. Paul’s, where
in the great place between the castle by the Newgate and
the Church the city militia was wont to muster in time of
domestic war, of whom John affirmed he had seen as many
as 20,000 under arms in 'the time of the late troubles.
Thence they proceeded to one of the wharves below the
castle, where they took boat down stream for St. Botolph’s
wharf near the Tower. Richard could not fail to admire the
great breadth and purity of the river, which, it being then
low water, ran bright and clear over shoals of gravel. Many
fishermen were busy plying their nets, and many a stately
swan rode upon the clear waves, while flocks of geese and
ducks basked upon the grassy banks. Behind them in
the far distance rose the battlements of the great palace
of Westminster, and before them the royal standard waved
from the Tower above the masts of the shipping and the
wooden sheds and warehouses upon the quays. Impelled by
the swift stream and the willing arms of the watermen, who
augured from their appearance something more than the
statutory fare of one penny, the landing stage was soon
reached, and a few moments later, John the Clerk was
showing the way into a long, low house, cleanly appointed
with tables and settles, at which numerous well-dressed
guests were already seated, engaged in discussing the several
dishes of the day. Having taken their seats, John called for
a capon in crust, which was presently brought to them with
several kinds of bread, and a handsome measure of wine
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fetched from a neighbouring cellar. Their meal ended, and
the modest reckoning paid, they sallied forth, not unwillingly,
into the fresh breeze blowing from the quays, where they sat
and watched the ships coming up from the Pool, with the
flood-tide, to their moorings off the wharves: wine-ships of
Gascony, woad-ships of Picardy,_
scuts of Flanders, Essex and
Kentish whelk-boats, and the great
vessels of Almain and Norway,
with wild-looking sailors crowd-
ing the bows, and chanting, bare-
headed, their hymn of praise for
a toilsome voyage safely brought
to end.

As it was now almost noon,
Richard was minded to seek the
house of Hakelot the Jew, to whom he was indebted in
divers sums of money, raised to defray certain charges, and
especially of the fine which he had lately been compelled to
pay at the Exchequer in respect of his daughter’s marriage.
His brother likewise had occasion to return to the Exchequer
upon some necessary business, and therefore they took leave
of one another for the present, with a promise of meeting
again upon the Monday following, when a certain miracle
and other plays and pastimes were arranged to be presented
and of which Richard was desirous of being a spectator.

The latter accordingly held on his way alone to the neigh-
bouring Jewry, a foul and squalid quarter, where the over-
hanging houses almost shut out the light of the sun. Here he
succeeded, without much difficulty, in discovering the object
of his search, and being prepared with his principal money
and usance, he exacted from the reluctant creditor a full re-
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lease for all his obligations, formally executed and sealed with
Hakelot’s seal, bearing the device of a crowing cock, whereby
he was discharged of the said obligation, and of all others
incurred by himself or his ancestors to Hakelot and his fellow
Jews up to the present date. Thereupon, after receiving back
the original bond to be cancelled, he gladly departed out ot
the place, and bent his steps towards the Guildhall.

Here Richard chanced to meet his kinsman, William de
Glanvill, who had attended to pursue a certain cause on behalf
of the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul’s,and who gladly offered
to accompany his cousin to that church, where they would be
able to converse freely. In this favourite resort alike of the
devout, the studious, and the worldly-minded, they walked
to and fro, or sat, as they listed; and here Richard, having
explained the cause of his presence in the city, William de
Glanvill began forthwith to speak of the incredible wealth
and extortions of those usurers, together with some curious
information respecting their privileges, with all of which he
was familiar by means of his residence at the Exchequer.
And first he said that they held the most part of their present
liberties by charter of King Henry, grandfather of the now
King, in whose reign also, he observed, the Cistercian Order
was first brought into England. This in turn reminded him
of a saying of Master Map concerning a Cistercian who
became a Jew, that he marvelled that the said Cistercian had
not rather become a Christian. These Jews, however, he con-
tinued, were even before the Conquest under the protection of
the Crown, and subject therefore to various tallages and fines
to the king, who was the absolute lord over their bodies and
lands and chattels, and without whose favour they had no
assurance for their safety. It was to be remembered, in-
deed, that their condition was in no way worse in this respect

D
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than that of other aliens, nor perhaps of the king’s demesne
men. Moreover, it was well known that the seizure of a Jew’s
chattels was only to be likened to the case of any Christian
—whether clerk or layman—who practised usury, though for
these last time for repentance was given during their lives,
or to make atonement with the Church by their dying be-
quest, otherwise the chattels of all such Christian usurers were
straightway seized to the king. Therefore, if any Jew either
transgressed the laws of the kingdom or was adjudged a tres-
passer against the king’s right, he lay at the king’s mercy,
and must needs ransom himself accordingly, and in default
of payment, the community of the Jews with which he was
associated must discharge the same. It was well-known to
the residents at the Exchequer, he added, that these Jews
were notable forgers of charters, so that they would oft-times
exact from the son of such a one debts falsely alleged by
them to have been incurred by his father, whose charter they
feigned to produce. Therefore, it happened on certain occa-
sions that the land impledged was restored to the debtor if it
seemed to the court that those Jews were unworthy of credit,
and especially if the principal money and usury had been
already made up out of the profits of the land. But however
this might be, it was certain that their dealings were wisely
regulated by the Crown, else they would often be deprived by
force of that which they had gained by craft, and perchance
slain, by those whom they had abused, or else forced to
depart the realm, whereby much inconvenience would be sus-
tained by reason of the prohibition of usury among Christian
men. For the rest, he said, the Jews in England were com-
pelled to live apart from Christians, and to wear a badge of
their race in their dress, and to perform their ceremonies and
instruction privately in their synagogues and schools. Also, it
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was forbidden them to take in pawn any consecrated vest-
ments or plate, for by their dealings with religious men great
scandals had heretofore arisen, so that it was well-known that
Aaron, the great Jew of Lincoln, had

boasted that he was himself the maker of ﬂﬂl{ mgﬂ%ul
the rich shrine of St. Alban, by reason of
his loans to the Abbot Simon there. Also,
that all intercourse between Jews and
Christians was utterly forbidden by Holy
Church, and especially the common prac-
tice of needy and wanton men in becoming
the bailiffs and servants of Jews. William
de Glanvill did not fail to add, as the
chief cause of the great prosperity and dan-
gerous example of these and other aliens,
their habit of combination and mutual in-
telligence, so that the credit of each member Fic. 9.

was sustained and employed for the advantage of the whole
body. For although these Jews had their regular abode in
certain cities and not in others, yet you should never fail to
meet with some one of them wheresoever you might be, and

each would take up the other’s usance. Besides, the principal
Jews were often to be met with at the Court, or elsewhere, on
the king’s business, being then appointed the king’s agents or
purveyors for divers causes, and receiving again what was
expended by them at the hands of the sheriffs or of the king’s
chamberlains. Thus he was aware that even now the wife of
Bruno the Jew, of London, had provided the moneys required
for rebuilding the Church of Waltham. As soon as William
de Glanvill had finished speaking, Richard in turn proceeded
to relate his own experience in his dealings with the Jews in
the course of his great suit respecting his uncle’s lands,
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“In the first year of my plea,” he began, “when I sent
John, my brother, beyond seas for the King’s writ, I borrowed
the forty shillings which I then spent from Vives the Jew, of
Cambridge, upon usury of a groat a week for every pound,
and I kept that money during fourteen months, so that
the usury amounted to thirty-seven shillings and four pence.*
And at Easter following this, Vives lent me again sixty shil-
lings at the same rate, which I kept six months, and the
usury was twenty-four shillings. And when I crossed the
water to purchase the King’s writ, Comitissa the Jewess, of
Cambridge, lent me four pounds and ten shillings at the same
rate, the usury of which was fifty-four shillings for nine months.
And when I went to Stafford to consult with my advocate,
Bon-Enfant the Jew lent me fifty shillings at the like rate,
for which I paid as usury sixteen shillings and eight pence,
being for five months. And when I pleaded in the Arch-
bishop’s Court at Canterbury, Dieu-la-Cresse the Jew lent me
forty shillings at the same rate, which I kept two months, and
paid five shillings and four pence. And when I crossed the
water to fine with the King in Gascony for license to appeal
to Rome, then Jacob the Jew, of Newport, lent me sixty shil-
lings at the same rate, which I was not able to repay within
thirteen months, so that the usury amounted to fifty-two
shillings. And when I sent my clerks to Rome to appeal,
Hakelot the Jew lent me ten pounds at the rate of three
pence a week for every pound, and I kept this money seven
months, paying sixty shillings and ten pence for the usury.
And afterwards, when I pleaded in the court of the papal
assessors, this Hakelot lent me sixty shillings at the same
rate, for which I rendered as usury nine shillings for three
months. And afterwards, in the same court Jacob the Jew,
of Newport, lent me seventy shillings at a groat for the
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week, the usury of which amounted to thirty-seven shillings
and four pence for eight months, And it was not long after
this that Benedict the Jew, of London, lent me ten shillings
at two pence for the week, but I neglected to repay it for
three years, so that the usury amounted to twenty-six shil-
lings. And when I went to Winchester about my writ of
appeal to Rome the second time, Jacob the Jew lent me a
hundred shillings at three pence, which I kept ten months
and paid for usury fifty shillings. And to gain money for my
clerks to go to Rome, I borrowed four pounds from Hakelot
at the same rate, which cost me twenty-four shillings for six
months. And when I was before the King in his court at
Windsor, Dieu-la-Cresse lent me forty shillings at the same
rate, for which I gave him eight shillings for four months.
Also Bruno the Jew lent me half a mark at three-half-pence
a week, for which I paid fifteen pence after ten weeks. And
at the [court at Reading Hakelot, whom I found there, lent
me thirty shillings at three pence, which I kept for five
months, paying for usury seven shillings and six pence. And
at the court at Woodstock, when I gained my suit, Mirabella
the Jewess, of Newport, lent me four pounds and ten shillings
at a groat a week, which I kept for a year, and the usury
whereof was seventy-eight shillings. After this Hakelot
again lent me divers sums, in order that I might pay the re-
ward I had offered to Ralph the King’s physician,and when I
paid my fine to the King at the Exchequer, amounting alto-
gether to thirty-six pounds, whereof the usury amounted to
near thirty pounds, though the rate of usance was the lowest
that I had hitherto paid, namely, two pence, which, though it
be the rate appointed at the Exchequer, yet are there few
who may have moneys for less than a groat.”

When Richard had ended his account of these borrowings,
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one another according to the customs of the City ; to be quit
of the assessed taxes which are rendered in the Hundreds of
England, and to be free of all tolls everywhere throughout
England. Moreover, the king has granted that they shall
enjoy free chace in the forests around London, and he has
placed their river in defence, that none may obstruct the
passage thereof, nor otherwise hinder the enjoyment of the
same ; and so of their highways by land, which none may
straighten or disturb ; yea, and of the sea itself, for these are
their avenues of commerce. Yet although by this their charter
and by the confirmations thereof, they are thus firmly estab-
lished, and by the due payment of their ferm, and of such
tallages and contributions as may be required or desired of
them, are quit of all other charges soever, they nevertheless
are charged with the due government of their City. And in
default hereof the king shall either exact a grievous penalty
or resume his government over them. Thus I have seen in
recent times a city amerced for divers neglects or trespasses,
as for murder undiscovered, for harbouring outlaws, for the
escape of prisoners, for default of justice, for assisting the
King's enemies,—as happened to many towns in the late
troubles,—with many other offences against the public safety.

“And besides these liberties, which are common to the
whole body of the citizens, there are divers others for which
the several societies of merchants, and every freeman for him-
self, must make a fine with the king. Thus the guilds within
every city render an annual ferm at the Exchequer, as the
weavers and fullers and vintners and cordwainers, with divers
others, and without this they are reputed adulterine and
unlawful. Moreover, the citizens render a common fine to
the king for license to trade in certain commodities, as
they do in most cities of England to buy or sell dyed cloths.
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In addition, all merchants whosoever are distrained for the
king’s Customs at his ports and barriers, but at the ports and
gates of their own cities they pay the dues accustomed to
" such as have franchise of the same, and also for the support
of their city so long as they have the government thereof.

“ Lastly, these merchants, each for himself and all together,
are accustomed to fine with the king for his license or pro-
tection,—as to export corn, fish, cheese, honey, grease, and
other victuals, besides wools, hides, and tin, and to import
wines, woad, fur, wax, silk, and many other merchandises.

“And by this you may see that the king has a claim upon
every kind of produce of the country which is carried beyond
the seas and whereby his state may be diminished and the
land impoverished by the greed of a few men. Moreover,
some recompense is due to him for his cost and charges for
the safe-guard of the seas, and for the preservation of rivers
and highways.

“Now, as for alien traders, they too fine with the king for
license and protection, but in a greater degree, since both
they and theirs are in the king’s hand to do therewith as he
pleases, and especially because they stand most in need of
his protection by reason of the contempt and envy in which
they are held by the subjects. And truly they are well able
to pay these impositions by reason of the great profit that
they have through their dealings. Besides these aliens who
fine thus for license to bring their ships to land at the
king’s ports, and to traverse the kingdom towards the great
cities or fairs, paying only reasonable tolls, and afterwards to
depart in safety, there are others who for a long time past
have sojourned here continuously, chief amongst whom are
the Flemings, first established in this country by our King’s
grandfather, for the advancement of the art of cloth-making,
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and the Jews of whom we have spoken. These aliens,
from their first residence here, have been under the especial
protection and control of the king, and both are equally
obnoxious to those of English race, and notably the Flemings,
because of their advancement of the mysteries of weaving,
fulling, shearing, and dyeing of woollen cloths to the pre-
judice of the wool-buyers and shippers, as well as of those
merchants who buy and retail imported cloths with great
profit, for now the exporting of wool is restrained on behalf
of these weavers and others, and there is even danger lest
foreign wool should be imported into the realm.”

“Behold, brother,” Richard interrupted, “ you advance now
as it seems to me two contrary things; for if they who
formerly shipped their wools abroad shall now sell them here,
and they who bought foreign cloths shall now buy native-
made ones, wherein can you show them to be damaged by
the custom that you have described ? ”

“Can you then not guess,” replied William de Glanvill,
smiling sadly, “ the difference which exists between the true
and the supposed interests of the subjects, otherwise the
objections that I have just now made would seem to be
of none effect? But see, the whole matter lies thus. In the
first place, these men are for the most part aliens, hateful and
suspected on that account alone to the commonalty. Again,
the restriction of shipping native wools, and also the increase
of foreign wools imported, has the effect of lowering the price
against the seller. Moreover, the retailer of native cloths doth
lose much by the strictness of the assize, and also the quality
of the same is far inferior to that of imported cloth, and
the price is small in proportion, whereas that of cloths im-
ported, both skarlets and rays, is suited to the luxury of
the age. And if you would know why these things are so
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ordained, it is that the king cares little to see the pursuit of
agriculture exchanged for that of grazing, to the advantage
of a few over-great merchants, but rather that the country
may retain its wealth, so that the number of plough-lands to
be taxed shall not be diminished, and at the same time that
the cities may be rendered more fruitful by the industry
and contributions of these weavers and their fellow-craftsmen.
As for the Jews, they are an infinite source of wealth to the
king, for they pursue their traffic under such rigorous con-
ditions that they can scarce avoid the breach of some of
them, whereby they shall forfeit all their goods to the king,
or pay a grievous fine by way of ransoming themselves; so
that if by the protection of the king they have grown rich
at the expense of the subjects, so by the vigilance of the
king’s officers they are equally likely to disburse a large part
of their gains at the Exchequer.”

“I do now fully perceive your meaning,” said Richard,
smiling in turn; “but proceed now, I pray you, with the
matter of the trade regulations of this city.”

“These truly, as you may believe,” replied William de
Glanvill, “are even more burthensome than those imposed
by the laws and customs of the realm, and there are many
who count themselves oppressed hereby, through the advan-
tage gained by the rich at the expense of the poorer sort of
craftsmen, who are forbidden, as it were, to better their con-
dition by their own skill and enterprise, but must still be
content to minister to their own brethren. Thus we may see
how an ordinance that once was of good effect, to the
advantage of all alike, hath been abused through the lust of
power and wealth, to the undoing of deserving citizens. But
as for our noble city here, you must needs have observed that
each craft or guild has its own place assigned to it, whereby
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both the excellence of its work is enhanced, and likewise the
convenience of traffic therein, especially by reason of the
repression of all deceits, and the adjustment of prices through
the vigilance of the guildsmen themselves.

“So you will find the
saddlers settled at St
Martin’s, the cappers in
Fleet Street, the fullers
in Candlewick Street
Without, and the cooks
and vintners beside the
river of Thames. In the
like manner there is a
separate market appointed
for eachof the great staples
of commerce, as wool,
cloth, corn, cattle, woad, and others, besides the butchers’
shambles and fishmongers’ stalls, All these trades, then,
are wholly governed by their own bye-laws and the customs
and ordinances of the City, and, some say, by the assizes of
the realm ; and such as offend against these are heavily
condemned. Thus I remember to have seen a baker drawn
through the streets to the pillory, bound upon a hurdle, and
a loaf of light weight hung about his neck. And an equal
punishment is reserved for the frauds of those who work
in false jewels or furs; forestallers of provisions, who board
the ships before they have reached their moorings, and bar-
gain for the whole cargo, with intent afterwards to raise the
prices ; and of the fripperers, who turn old coats and mantles,
which they offer for new. Finally, the quality of all things
for sale, and their prices, are fixed by the appointed officers
in each liberty or ward, such as the ale-tasters and others,
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Moreover, every man is restricted to work at his own craft.
Thus a lorimer may work nothing but horse-furniture, and
a painter or joiner nothing but saddle-trappers, a cordwainer
must not patch shoes, nor a cobbler make them.

“ And now as to the regulations for alien merchants within
the City itself, which indeed, like those imposed by the Crown,
are most numerous and burthensome. These men, as soon
as they have passed the creek called Yanlet, are amenable
to the jurisdiction of the City. Then, when they have moored
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in the river, and have paid the king’s Customs and Prises
through the hands of his Chamberlain, and the port dues
of several kinds according to custom, they are free to land
their wares at their own leisure. Nevertheless, they may not
stay longer in the City than forty days, nor refuse any reason-
able price for their goods, nor sell them to others than
citizens, and then only by wholesale. They may not ware-
house their bales, nor in any way conceal their wares, neither
may they lodge with any but the host who shall be assigned






CHAPTER 1IV.
LONDON.—THE GAMES.

AT an early hour on the following Monday, the brothers went
abroad together, as had been already agreed between them ;
and Richard asking what miracle it was that should then
be set forth, John replied that although this was the feast
of St. Perpetua and St. Felicity, yet it was not intended that
their passions should be represented at that time; “for,” said
he, “the legend is both obscure, and also difficult to realize.
Since doubtless you are aware that the saint first-named
was one of a company of martyrs who suffered, as some
say, under Severus the Emperor, in the parts of Mauretania ;
who, being thrown into prison, together with her playfellow
Felicity, and several noble youths, who had likewise refused
to offer sacrifices to idols, lay there in the speedy expectation
of death. And there she saw a vision, as of a stairway
leading up to heaven, but hedged with naked swords, and
guarded by a monstrous beast. And by this token she knew
that she should suffer for Christ’s sake; and so, forsaking
father and husband and child, she remained steadfast in her
faith unto the death, being thrown to the lions with her
fellow-martyrs. And therefore, since there is now an interval
between the mysteries of our Lord’s Nativity and of His
Resurrection, it is intended to represent to-day the fourth
miracle of St. Nicholas, for the sake of example to the boys
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in the schools, whose festival, or rather carnival, it will be on
the morrow.”

The miracle was appointed to take place at the Church
of St. Paul, and there they found a large concourse of
spectators already assembled.

Immediately in front of the west door of the church a
spacious scaffold had been erected, draped with canvas.
On opposite sides of this stage two pieces of cloth were laid,
each of which represented a permanent scene in the play; on
the right hand being the city and palace of Excoranda, in
Asia, and on the left hand the capital city of the Agarenes.
In the background, the door of the church itself was left
open, representing the Church of St. Nicholas, without the
walls of Excoranda. The stage furniture consisted merely
of a few raised chairs and a table-board on trestles on either
side, with a silver cup, and certain wooden trenchers,

The personages of the play were already grouped in their
respective positions; the scene on the right being occupied
by Geton, the Christian king of Excoranda, with his queen
Euphrosyne seated beside him, and engaged in caressing a
fair boy of twelve summers, who was nestled at her feet. At
a respectful distance stood two choruses of men and women,
who acted now as attendants, and later as comforters of
the bereaved parents. On the opposite side of the stage
Marmorinus, the Pagan king of the Agarenes was enthroned,
clad in armour with a crown upon his head, and surrounded
by his thanes, likewise armed. When the spectators had
gazed their fill upon this fabdleau, a bell was rung as a signal
that the play was about to begin. As soon as silence was
obtained, the armed knights quitting their motionless atti-
tude before the throne of King Marmorinus, and advancing
one by one, went through the form of rendering homage
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with the accompaniment of a chorus of extravagant praise,
culminating in the request that their lord the king should
name any wish that could be gratified by his faithful fol-
lowers. Thus incited, Marmorinus, with a haughty gesture,
bade them go and bring all nations under his power, which
command some of their number at once hastened to execute.

Here the first scene ended abruptly, Marmorinus and his
Court resuming the semblance of waxen effigies, while the
group that occupied the scene on the right was now set in
motion. Here a procession was formed, headed by the royal
family, which wended slowly through the door of the sup-
posed Church of St. Nicholas, preceded by priests and choris-
ters chanting an appropriate hymn in praise of the saint.
No sooner had this procession disappeared from sight, than
several armed knights made their entry, as though coming
from the court of Marmorinus on their boastful mission.
These then rushed with drawn swords into the church, whence
the throng of worshippers immediately issued in wild flight
towards the city. All the fugitives were now seen to have
made their escape; but the youthful Prince of Excoranda was
not among them, having been left behind, as the audience
knew well, in the confusion. Presently the knights reappeared,
leading the boy, fast bound with cords, and so returned
across the stage, to the city of the Agarenes. Thus the third
scene opened with a joyful chorus of knights, who claimed
the successful accomplishment of their task, and dedicated
the captive to their master’s service. Thereupon Marmorinus,
after an unctuous hymn of praise to great Apollo, proceeded to
interrogate his new slave as to his parentage, and particularly
as to his religion, who, nothing daunted, replied that he was
a king’s son, and that he worshipped God, who made the seas
and all things else, including King Marmorinus himself; at

E
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which bold speech there was a loud outburst of applause
among the audience. It was in vain that Marmorinus in dumb
show sought to explain that Apollo was in fact the creator
in question, for the boy indignantly repudiated this concep-
tion of a senseless idol, which, he observed, amidst repeated
applause, was both deaf and dumb, and by no means able to
help itself. But the king, much perturbed, commanded him to
be silent, lest Apollo should be enraged, and so destroy him.

Now the scene changed once more to Excoranda, where
Queen Euphrosyne was seen returning frantically towards
the church in search of her son. Not finding him there, she
was overcome with grief and despair, which she expressed in
most mournful lamentations. The chorus of female comfor-
ters then came forward, but failed to restore her composure.
At length she was entreated to confide her sorrow to the
saint, which she did in a most pathetic hymn, binding her-
self by a vow not to eat flesh or drink wine until the lost:
one was restored to her. Hereupon, King Geton entered,
and expressed his approval of her pious resolution, which was
to be confirmed on the morrow by a solemn service in the
church. At this point the church door was thrown wide
open, and the interior was brilliantly illuminated whilst this
service was being performed, after which the queen was seen
on her return' to the palace, laying meat and wine upon
a table, for the entertainment of the poor, she herself being
bound by her vow not to partake of them.

The view of these preparations in the distance now seemed
to rouse King Marmorinus, for he began to call loudly for
meat, which was surreptitiously brought to him from Queen
Euphrosyne’s table. Meanwhile, other attendants had brought
a ewer and towel for his hands, and so with the remark that
he never remembered to have been so hungry before, he fell
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to; the spectators following every mouthful with the keenest
interest. Having satisfied his hunger, he next called for wine,
and by an afterthought desired that his slave, Geton’s son,
should bear the cup. At this speech the little prince began to
weep bitterly, and to bewail his hard lot. Then Marmorinus
asked impatiently what harm he had received that he should
lament himself so grievously; who sadly replied that he was
bethinking him of his home and parents, from whom he had
been parted so long. Moreover, that he could not forget he
was a king’s son, and his bondage was hateful to him on that
account. To this outbreak Marmorinus replied with a sneer,
that he might spare his tears, for there was no power that
could lift him forth from his bondage. The last words were
spoken by the heathen king in a loud voice, and with the
ring of a challenge in them that caused the uninitiated
among the spectators to hold their breath, and a deathlike
silence ensued as all turned their eyes to where the appari-
tion of St. Nicholas was about to appear. Then a draped
figure issued from the church, stalked rapidly across to the
palace of the boastful Marmorinus, who, with all his followers,
fell flat upon their faces, and taking the young Prince of
Excoranda in his arms, bore him, with the cup still in his
hand, to the outer edge of the carpet on the right, and drop-
ping him there, stalked back again to the church, and dis-
appeared. Presently, a citizen of Excoranda, passed by,
and halting to examine the youthful prince attentively, as
though suspecting him of the theft of the silver cup, pro-
ceeded to question him sharply as to his business there.
To which the latter replied very simply, that he had found
himself there, thanks to good St. Nicholas; adding that he
was King Geton’s son. At these words the citizen ran
towards the king, bidding him rejoice, for that his son was
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without, praising St. Nicholas. But foremost Euphrosyne ran
to her son, and clasped him in her arms, and wept and
laughed, and then, remembering her vow, and how it had
been answered, she opened the fulness of her heart in a pas-
sionate hymn of thanksgiving to God and to St. Nicholas.

Then the play ended, leaving her kneeling thus, and the
chorus softly chanting the Copiose caritatis.

After this pleasant entertainment, the spectators adjourned
for dinner; but in the afternoon Richard went at his brother’s
invitation to witness the learned exercises of the scholars of
London, which were publicly held on the eve of the carnival.
Here those scholars who had been selected from the three
great schools of St. Paul’s, St. Martin’s, and the Holy Trinity,
to give a display of their acquirements, were drawn up by
their respective masters, in the presence of the master of the
schools of London, with whom several learned doctors were
associated as examiners, among whom Richard recognised
his old friend, Jordan Fantosme, himself the master of a
flourishing school at Winchester, and several others. These
doctors, each in turn, put a number of questions, for the most
part in logic, grammar, and arithmetic, which were on the
whole satisfactorily answered by the scholars.  After the
several classes had been put through the more elementary
propositions in these subjects, several of the most advanced
scholars were next called forward to display their skill in
disputation. = This, however, was merely a conventional
exercise, for the schoolman who could argue without begging
the question was yet unborn, and the inductive methods of
the Eastern philosophy had not as yet reached the Western
seats of learning ; or rather, Master Abelard of Bath was
without honour in his own country.

To the proposition, “ Whether rhetoric is useful or no,” one
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scholar, starting from the antecedent, showed that it is the
science of speaking well, and that if it is the science of speak-
‘ing well, it is useful. Now, it is the science of speaking well,
and therefore it is useful. But to this another scholar, starting
from the consequent, proved that if it be useful it must needs
be the science of speaking well. But it is not the science
of speaking well, and therefore it is not useful. Then, as
though to balance these conflicting statements, a third scholar,
by means of discarding the invidious negative of the preced-
ing formula, showed that it is not the science of speaking well,
and therefore it is not useful ; and yet that it is the science
of speaking well, and therefore it is useful. The reputation
of the useful science in question having been thus happily
saved, to the great edification of the spectators, these select
scholars joined in ringing the changes on a predicativé syl-
logism, uplifting their voices in a kind of rythmical chant.
Anon, at a sign from the master, they began again, convert-
ing or reflecting the original proposition after the approved
method. All went smoothly until it came to the turn of a St.
Martin’s scholar to continue the argument, who, in adwvancing
the plausible statement that “aught that is just is honest,
and naught that is honest is base, and aught that is just
therefore is not base,” provoked a smile from the initiated
portion of the audience, and a~general titter among his school-
mates, especially those of St. Paul’s, and, finally, the dire
wrath of his own master, who, leaping to his feet, exclaimed
furiously, “ Oh, greatest of fools, how often have I not told
thee that a particular abdicative must not on any account be
converted ?” This outburst caused renewed laughter, amidst
which the unorthodox dialectician retired in disgrace, his
place being filled by another scholar, who completed the for-
mula correctly.
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After this came exercises in arithmetic, in which one of the
scholars, in answer to questions put to him by the doctors
present, explained the several forces of the quadrate number,
illustrating his demonstration by means of a block of wood ;
while another gave a similar account of the decimal number,
illustrated by a row of white pebbles used as counters.

At the conclusion of these serious exercises, the doctors
took their departure, together with the master of the schools
and his subordinates, after formally dismissing the scholars in
a short speech of commendation and exhortation. The latter,
however, did not quit the scene, intending, according to cus-
tom, to entertain the spectators—who were for the most part
their own relations and friends—with the recitation of topical
verses, usually in the form of a dialogue, and illustrated by
the freest pantomime. The subject of the present perform-
ance was the adventures and misfortunes of a country-
man in London, a theme which, as in the instance of the
famous Norfolk bumpkin, was then and has ever since con-
tinued to be justly popular with a section of the public. Not
unwillingly, Richard escaped this buffoonery by accepting his
brother’s invitation to visit the several canons of St. Paul’s
who were among the number of his friends or kinsmen, in
which agreeable occupation they spent the remainder of the
afternoon until vespers.

On the following morning, being that of the carnival,
Richard went forth betimes to witness the festivities of the
season, in the company of his brother ; for, as he observed,
although he had now both viewed the principal sites of in-
dustry within the city, and was perfectly instructed in the
state of the national commerce, there yet remained to be seen
the sports and pastimes of the citizens, other than those
exercises of religion and learning, all of which he judged to
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be no slight indication of their spiritual and temporal wel-
fare. With this proposition John the Clerk fully agreed;
and although he added there might be many evidences of
degeneracy in the civic character, such as an increased love of
luxury both in dress and diet, a passion for gambling, and the
yet more deplorable vices of drunkenness and lust, which
bore deadly fruit in the physical and mental decay of the
rising generation, as well as in the fatal frays, incendiarism,
and political turbulence that too often disgraced their city,
it was yet impossible to deny the hardihood of the age, which

delighted more than ever in the rough and dangerous sports
of their ancestors. Among these, hunting was to be men-
tioned first, both the chase of the forest beasts, boars, wolves,
and wild cattle, as well as the less dangerous pastimes of
coursing and hawking, in all of which the citizens were famed
for their courage and dexterity, and the free exercise whereof
in the adjacent forest and plains they esteemed among the
greatest privileges of their charter. Besides these, there were
the games practised by the youth of the city at different
seasons of the year, as the game of ball in winter, cock-
fighting and bear-baiting at Shrovetide, mimic battles in
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Lent, and water tournaments at Easter; with games of
greater precision in the summer time, such as archery, hurl-
ing the javelin, and quoits, together with wrestling and foot-
races. Then, as the evening drew on, the sound of minstrelsy
would be heard, whereat the young men would cease from
their games and hasten to choose their partners for the
dance among the maidens.

By this time the brothers had mingled with the crowd of
citizens, for the most part standing idly before their doors,
and engaged in looking on at the innumerable cock-fights
organized by the scholars of London. Almost every boy
went about on this day with his fighting-cock under his arm,
and in all the open spaces rings were formed, within which the
rival champions were pitted against each other. In the after-
noon there was a general move towards Smithfield, where the
more dangerous and exciting sports of bull-baiting and bear-
baiting were proceeded with. Thus the day wore on till
twilight fell and the stars appeared overhead, and the curfew
was rung from the churches. Then all filed homeward, and
the streets became dark and deserted, and the watches were
set, and the barriers were drawn. Richard likewise sought
his lodging, where he took a short leave of his brother, pur-
posing in a few days from thence to visit his friends at
Westminster, on the occasionof the King’s coming to London
for the great council to be held in the cause of the Spanish
kings there,
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The Palace of Westminster, as befitted the centre of
Norman government, was itself an unequalled specimen of
Norman architecture. A worthy lay-companion to the Saxon
abbey which still indicated the political importance of the
Church as the wise counsellor of the temporal ruler. The
plan of the great block of buildings which faced Richard de
Anesti was, in fact, that of two palaces joined into one. The
new palace lay to the north, being surrounded on that side
and towards the west by the new courtyard, on the east or
river side by a spacious garden thickly wooded down to the
very edge of the Thames, and on the south by the outer
walls of the old palace. The buildings in this enclosure were
few and formal in character, this being, as it were, the official
wing of the palace ; for since the Red King failed to supple-
ment his stately hall by appropriate chambers, his successors
had continued to inhabit the residential portion of the old
Saxon palace during their infrequent visits to London. Be-
sides this great hall, the nucleus of the greater palace fated
never to be built, the new palace comprised a large building
on the north-east side, occupied by the two chambers of
the Exchequer. Beyond this house, at the south-east angle
of the great hall, was a square tower, formerly connected
with the defence of the river gate of the palace, but now used
as an official residence in connection with the Exchequer
house and the royal Chapel.

The old palace lay within a separate enclosure to the south,
its principal apartments forming an irregular line on the east
side of the old courtyard, with a long wing extending on the
south as far as the precincts of the Abbey. The walls of the
courtyard on the north and west were embattled, whilst on
the south the palace was defended by an outer palisade sur-
mounting the banks of the swift stream which flowed into the
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Thames at Millbank. On the east side the gardens were con-
tinued down to the river, with various outbuildings in their
south-east corner. This palace was purposely built by the
Confessor in close proximity to the Abbey, to which it origin-
ally lay open on the west, the sacred edifice having been util-
ized in many respects as an official department, at least for the
custody and administration of the royal treasures and records.

On the north lay the great hall of the old palace, abutting
on to the south end of the hall of Rufus, and forming with
several smaller chambers the south-eastern angle of the
palace.

The chief peculiarity of this noble suite of apartments lay
in the fact that they were all situated on the first floor, being
built over a series of low vaulted cellars, which were now
used as the departments of the great officers of state—the
butler, larderer, and the rest—as well as for the accommo-
dation of the resident courtiers. In the south wing of the
old palace were placed the kitchen and other offices, which
extended indeed in an irregular line westward as far as the
Abbey, and eastward to the river.

Crossing the courtyard towards the river front of the
new palace, Richard entered at a low doorway in the
flanking tower of the south-eastern angle of the building,
and after ascending a long winding stair, he found himself
in a low but cheerful chamber, furnished in the simplest
manner, and resembling a monastic scripforium rather than
the apartment of a palace. Evidences of clerical pursuits
were visible in parchment rolls and vellum-bound books
which lay upon the oak table and filled the iron-bound chests
against the walls. In the deep recess of one of the turret
windows a middle-aged man, in the habit of a canon, was
seated, gazing abstractedly upon the numberless wherries
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and barges which thronged the river beneath. A stranger
saw in this listless spectator of the busy world without,
a man prematurely aged by the austerity of his religious
practice, not more than by deep study and the cares of office,
which had pinched his once handsome features and furrowed
his lofty brow. A scholar and statesman he sat there pro-
claimed, the son (it was whispered) of England’s great min-
ister in the radical process of reform which followed the
anarchy of Stephen’s weak rule—that minister who was him-
self the nephew of the great judge, statesman, and financier
to whose genius the official constitution of this country
owes the lasting form which has served as a model to every
European country.

The Treasurer, for it was he, rose at Richard’s approach,
receiving him with great kindness and with many assurances
of his readiness to serve him in his business at the Court.

“ At this very hour,” he observed, “the King will converse
familiarly with the courtiers and household officers upon all
manner of subjects; therefore I will, if it please you, intro-
duce you into the King’s Chamber, where you will both see
and hear many things of interest.”

To this proposition Richard de Anesti eagerly assented ;
whereupon the Treasurer, motioning him to follow, led the
way through an inner doorway and down a short flight
of stone steps, by which they descended into the hall of the
Rufus, whence through a doorway at the upper end they
reached the hall of the old palace. This was now used as
an apartment of semi-state, where the King usually dined,
the upper end being screened off from the chamber, in
which he transacted his important business of state alone,
or with the assistance of such of his household ministers
as he might summon to his presence. This chamber, which
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they now entered, was hung with canvas newly dyed of a deep
crimson, and the walls were here and there emblazoned with
the royal arms. The floor was strewn with dried rushes, and
at the upper end of the room was placed a chair having
the arms and legs carved at the extremities in ivory, to
represent the head and feet of a wild boar, the seat being
draped with scarlet cloth. There was no other furniture in
the chamber, though the recesses of the windows were fitted
with oaken benches, which were strewn with a miscellaneous
litter of hawking gear, musical instruments, and the latest
literary productions of the Court.

A large and varied assembly of courtiers filled the chamber,
broken into several groups, each engaged in animated con-
versation. All were standing, and Richard noticed that
whether speaking or listening, every man kept an eye upon
the inner door of the room, which was guarded, like the outer
one, by serjeants of the Chamber. The Treasurer, after
exchanging brief but cordial salutations with those who stood
nearest him, took advantage of the uninterrupted buzz of
conversation to inform his companion in a whisper of the
names and rank of the courtiers who were present, with a
few remarks upon the character of each

“The Church of God,” he said, “is especially honoured by
our most Christian king in his wise selection of his ministers,
Of such indeed is the whole number of the bishops, though
not of the household, except Richard, Bishop of Winchester,
who is now, as you are aware, absent on the King’s business
in Normandy, and him of Bayeux, who is equally trusted
with the royal confidence, which is likewise the cause of his
frequent absence from the Court. However, there stands the
central figure of all learning in this age, the great Bishop
of London, conversing, doubtless on some point of doctrine,
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with Ralph, the Dean of the Church of St. Paul, and his
namesake, the Almoner of Westminster, who preached to us
last Wednesday a truly stirring discourse upon the fashion-
able follies of the age. Next to these you may see the new
Abbot of Peterborough, a man well known to myself for his
love of all good books, many of which he has transcribed with
his own hands. He is now at Court on a matter connected
with his monastery, and he purposes to take back with him, to
be copied, my own book, “ Tricolumnus,” which I have agreed
to lend to him. The tall and burly priest with whom he talks
so earnestly is Master Roger de Hoveden, one of the King’s
chaplains, and also a skilful justice, especially in the visitation
of the forests beyond Trent. He, too, is a great compiler of
history, and has already copied the “ Tricolumnus” with his
own hand, and many other books beside. Not far off stands
another of the King’s justices, Master Walter Map, whom
all men know for his bitter speech of such as shall displease
him. You may see round him a company of other learned
and facetious writers. There is John of Salisbury, surnamed
John the Little, a person, however, of prodigious learning, and
now, as you know, Bishop of Chartres ; there, too, are Master
Walter the Archdeacon, Gervase the Clerk, and the memor-
able poets Jordan and Benoit, who are now most in favour
with the king and his gay courtiers, to the grief, as some say,
of Master Geoffry Wace, who himself has appetite enough for
all their praises. These now are gathered yonder in the hope
of an encounter between Master Walter, who is privileged by
reason of the King's favour to him,and my lord of Ely, whom
he hates even worse than he does a Jew or Cistercian.
Yonder, too, are Robert Abbot, of the Mount, in Normandy,
who is at Court on business of his monastery, a learned
historian of the things done in his youth, and with him the
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two brethren of Glanvill ; that is, Randolph, the wise justice,
who is even now engaged upon a certain treatise touching
the laws and ordinances of the King’s Court, taking the form
thereof from my own treatise upon the customs of the Ex-
chequer ; and Osbert, a clerk of the King’s Chamber, who is
but lately returned from escorting the King’s daughter to
Sicily. These two are ever near the king’s person, with those
of his private family, as the brethren of Estutevill, and
others of whom I will speak further at another time. Lastly,
neither standing nor talking, are two great ones of the
Court, playing at the chess in virtue of their familiarity with
the King. These are Bertram de Verdun, another of the
King’s justices, who it is said, is destined to go towards Spain
as bearer of the great award between the Spanish kings, and
Master Thomas, who keeps the third roll on behalf of the
King at the Exchequer. You may see that it is a mighty
contest between them from the eager expression of those
who overlook the game, amongst whom is my own brother
William, of the Exchequer, for whom I composed my treatise
before mentioned. The King’s chamberlains are in attendance
upon him in his closet (except Robert Mantel, who has the
custody of the Queen’s household, that is to say of her
person), and there, too, you would doubtless find the sene-
schal and marshal of the household. There, I think, you have
all who are now present, though I marvel much where is
Richard de Luci, the justiciar.”

At this point the Treasurer was engaged in conversation
by Robert de Monte, as he was commonly called, and
Richard, left to his own devices, approached the principal
group of speakers, between whom a most animated discussion
was being carried on with profound learning on both sides,
enlivened now by brilliant sallies, and now by a telling
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anecdote. The matter under discussion was the reality of
dreams and apparitions, respecting which one party held that
such manifestations were regulated by the bodily and mental
state of the subject, while another party was of opinion
that all men are liable to supernatural experiences for which
it is not possible often to assign any cause or motive,
On the side of the former, John of Salisbury argued as fol-
lows: “You will grant,” said he, “that there are five distinct
species of dreams or apparitions, and that the figure and sig-
nification of each is distinct. These then are sleep, sleepless-
ness, nightmare, oracle, and vision ; whereof the three first
only concern ordinary mortals, and all of these follow natural
causes, as fatigues or excesses of the body which oppress
the motions of the heart and brain. In the remaining cases
there is a true vision or inspiration, but only to very holy
men, or else as a warning to tyrants, and even so rarely to
themselves, but through the mediation of a prophet or sooth-
sayer. Wherefore, I say, it is not permitted to the baser sort
to receive such manifestations as they commonly pretend
unto, especially amongst the Welsh, but only to the great
and holy ones. For just as these have the power after death
of revealing themselves in a vision or by a miracle, so
during their lives these only are obnoxious to the same
manifestations.”

“Now truly,” broke in one whom Richard recognised as
Master Walter Map, “you have spoken inadvisedly, urging
doubts rather than probabilities. For if these things have
been manifested to princes and hermits, is it not likely that
the same should have happened to other men who are of the
same flesh and blood as themselves. Moreover, such appear-
ances are too numerous to be denied, and all men are
obnoxious to them who chance to meet with them, whether
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asleep or waking. Know, then, that this earth is peopled as
well by men as by spirits, the one sort inhabiting the open
plains and cities,
and the other
the recesses of
the woods, moun-
tains,and streams.
These, it is well
known, are the descendants of the fallen angels, who have
places neither in heaven nor in hell, and these, according
to their nature, love to vex and torment the race of men,
without any respect of persons. Truly there are miracles and
visions also, of which you have spoken, but widely different,
for these are the manifestations of the good angels of God
and the saints. And it is easy to see that you have never
dwelt in the land of the fairies, as I have done, and Master
Giraldus, who, were he now present, could relate many
adventures of his countrymen with these spirits. I myself|
passing through the glens of that country by night, have
seen strange shapes amongst the rocks and trees, and have
heard strange noises as of some one sobbing and groan-
ing, and at other times of singing and laughter in the
air. Nay, smile not, for there are many living who could
affirm the same. And in order to convince you of the
truth of these things, I will relate a prodigy which was
told to me by a certain bishop
who was privy to the whole
affair.

“There was formerly a priest
in the diocese of St. Asaph,
who was indeed both free and merry, loving ease and fat
living as though he had been bred a Cistercian, and yet
F
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acceptable to all men for his fair conversation and learning,
careful of his people and bountiful to the poor. This man,
walking abroad one morning by the strand of a certain lake,
found there a beauteous maiden sitting, dressed all in rich
apparel, weeping. And he speaking benignly unto her, and
asking the cause of her sorrow, she made answer that her
brethren had left her so, and would say nothing further.
Then the priest, taking compassion upon her, and being
further mindful of her beauty, took her home to his house,
where she dwelt with him to his great contentment. And
after some months there was a great plague in that parish,
whereby many fell sick and died, in this manner. For there
appeared unto them in the night time an apparition of a
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fair woman, with long hair dishevelled ; and all to whom she
appeared died before evening of the next day. But some one
bolder than the rest rose and followed her, who fled before
him to a certain sepulchre, and there entering, vanished.
Now when this was told to the priest, he, marvelling what
it should mean, went straightway and told it to his bishop ;
and the bishop bade him open the sepulchre and take up
the body that he should find within, and strike off its head,
and then bury it again, besprinkling the sepulchre with holy
water and laying thereon a rood. The night following,
therefore, the priest went with certain others to the sepulchre,
but when they were come thither they found it open and
the corpse gone. And the next night the priest lay awake
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“I will tell you then,” resumed the latter, “what I re-
member to have once seen and heard, not long ago, when
I was holding the assizes in Nottinghamshire. For a certain
soc-man beheld a vision of one clothed all in red, who called
to him with a loud voice, saying that he should surely perish .
by the water unless he should become four-legged like a
beast. This the man repeated three times, and vanished
from his sight; who, thinking that he should save his life
from drowning in Noah’s flood, and being full of the conceit
of this vision, straightway began to walk upon his hands
and feet, to the amazement of all his neighbours, who in-
quiring the meaning thereof, he answered them nought to
the purpose, thinking verily that he alone should be saved
from that flood, and afterwards possess their lands and goods.
But not long afterwards one of the neighbourhood was found
dead, eaten as it was thought of wolves, and then others,
both men, women, and children, likewise devoured. And
because this evil was hitherto unknown in those parts, being
champaign, and the season summer, and suspecting a deeper
mischief, the sworn men of that Hundred presented the
soc-man himself for that he had killed men by witchcraft,
that is, as a man-wolf, against the peace of our lord the King.
And being sent to the ordeal of water, he was convicted ;
whereof word was brought unto me, being in the neighbour-
hood, and the man himself was likewise brought before me
by the sheriff, with the witnesses and the record, and there
by the new Assize his right hand and right foot were stricken
off, and his house carried outside that village and burat,
and he himself was led to the nearest seaport, there to
embark and abjure the kingdom. And the same man
appeared to him by the way, in a vision, saying that unless
he should become without limbs, like a fish, he should perish
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in the water. Whereupon he cursed him in his heart, seeing
that he was already undone by the trial of the water through
his own misfeasance. And coming next day to the sea-
side, the wind being contrary, he was bidden by his keepers
to enter into the sea, according to custom, which he, seeking
to do, stumbled and fell upon his face into the water, and
being powerless to raise himself, and holding fast to the
bottom, perished miserably.”

At the conclusion of this tale some of the company
laughed, whilst others looked grave, but Map smiled bitterly,
as was his wont when crossed in argument, saying thus :

“Truly, brother, I marvel that one so learned in the laws
should yet be ignorant of the Assize of Solomon, who would
have divided the body of a child justly and impartially
between two claimants, and if there had been four of these,
doubtless he would have offered to quarter him. But you,
it seems to me, made no such equal division when you
caused one who stood convicted for having four feet to lose
one of these and a hand besides, making a greater monstrosity
hereof than any that you now deride. I see plainly, how-
ever, that you have the art of computation to make of two
and two five, such as my lord bishop yonder is especially
skilled in by virtue of his office, for taking of fees and spiritu-
alities within his diocese.”

“You speak irreverently, Master Walter,” cried the dig-
nitary thus unceremoniously alluded to, who had caught
the last remark, which indeed was evidently intended to
reach his ears. “ Neither know I to what you are referring,
unless, indeed,” he added, with a desperate attempt to
turn the laugh against his old enemy, “you are as usual
sneering at the system of the Court and Exchequer, counting
upon the well-known license which our King permits to his
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poetasters, just as other great lords are wont to amuse
themselves with the trifles of their jesters.”

“Not so, most reverend lord,” replied Map scornfully ;
“I was but thinking of a certain story that I once heard
of a bishop who plundered his clergy, a judge who demanded
unjust fees from suitors, excusing himself when he was
manifestly convicted of these extortions by the plea that he
was confusing Angevin money with sterlings.”

This sarcasm provoked a general laugh at the bishop’s
expense, who, flushing with shame and anger, drew himself up
to his full height, and striking the top of his head with his
open hand (one of the numerous theatrical gestures which he
was accustomed to display), exclaimed furiously, “ Now, by
God's eyes '——" Here, however, he was interrupted by a
subdued cry of “ Peace ! peace! The King!” and Richard de
Anesti turning his eyes quickly in the direction of the general
gaze, caught sight of the well-known figure of the great
King moving with easy grace amongst his courtiers, exchang-
ing a jest with one, administering a covert rebuke to another,
and pausing for a few moments of grave consultation on
affairs of state with a third ;—to all men alike courteous,
decisive, and imperturbable ; all men alike to him the carven
chess-men of the great game of politics, each with his specified
value and functions, to be utilized in the varying combina-
tions of war and diplomacy and popularity by the genius
of the imperial gamester.

In person the King was a little above the middle height,
squarely built, and with an increasing tendency to corpulence.
His head was neither broad nor elongated, but somewhat
round, after the Norman type. His face, however, was not
oval to match, but elongated, with a prominent jaw and
square chin, which gave him a fancied resemblance to a lion.
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His cheek bones were high, his nose long and rather flattened
and his mouth broad, with lips firmly set. His eyes, the
most striking feature, were grey and remarkably piercing, but
set too near together, which, with their habitual restlessness,
gave a somewhat sinister expression to an otherwise pleasing
face. His short and curly beard was of a light chestnut,
and like his closely-cut hair was plentifully sprinkled with
white. A short, muscular neck, broad shoulders, long, mus-
cular arms, and bowed legs denoted great personal strength
and endurance calculated to undergo alike the fatigues of a
campaign and of the chase. The King’s dress was rich yet
simple, consisting of a short mantle of a reddish chocolate,
fastened on the right shoulder with a brooch, to leave the
sword-arm free, over a long tunic of red cloth flowered with
gold, fastened at the throat with a jewelled clasp and show-
ing the edge of the white linen tunic beneath. Tight-fitting
crimson hose, green boots embroidered with gold, reaching
above the ankle, spurs with red leathers, and a belt of gold
broidery with a flap falling half-way to the knee, completed
his costume, which differed little—and chiefly in point of
simplicity—from that of his courtiers, some of whom were
guilty of fashionable extravagances in the shape of jewelled
gloves, peaked shoes, and elaborate cross-gartering. This
morning it was known that the King intended to hawk ; yet
he did not seem impatient to set out, for in truth, next
to the chase itself he loved to converse and dispute with
his chosen followers. As the King approached near the
spot where Richard de Anesti, who had rejoined his patron
the Treasurer, was standing, the latter, who stood very high
in the royal favour, seized this moment to present his protégé,
with a few wards in explanation of his appearance as a
courtier.
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“ Nay, I love all Richards,” said Henry, with a winning
smile ; adding immediately, and as though to himself, “ especi-
ally such as are misbegotten. But I like not the ‘nest,” which
methinks is built on too high a cliff.”

“Yea, truly,” replied the Treasurer, catching the King’s
meaning, “but such eyries are wont to breed the stoutest
falcons ; here at least is a tassel gentle that I would venture
to match with any other.”

“ Doubtless he is no haggard,” returned the King, with
an approving glance at Richard; “but you have seen, as
well as I, that kites and vultures often take possession of an
unguarded eyrie. Therefore I will have none such remaining,
but will pull down all. Hear you, Sir Canon—I say all.”

The latter bowed in answer, and the King passed on.

“ Did you mark that ?” inquired the Treasurer in a whisper
of his companion. “It was an evil chance that led the King
to couple your name with that of his son Richard ; for this
I could see was in his mind, who loves his natural son
Geoffrey better than all his other sons, and therefore, perhaps,
also he loves me. But truly he, ever bethinking him of the
mischief that his sons have heretofore wrought within this
land by their turbulence and jealousies, will leave no strong
place accessible throughout England ; but some he will pull
down, as already he has done of old, and others he will
commit to the custody of his own men. But think no
more of this matter for the present, for behold the King
is about to dispute with Master Map, whom he would fain
see reconciled with his adversary.”

The King, indeed, had now reached the farther end of
the chamber, where the two antagonists were still glaring
furtively at one another, and nodding familiarly to his
favoured clerk, addressed him in tones half jocular and half
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ironical. “Have the fairies revealed to you any treasure
beneath the earth, Master Walter, that you speak thus im-
patiently with our barons of the Exchequer, and regard them
as mistrustfully as though they purposed to despoil you ?”

“Nay, sire,” replied the churchman, smiling slightly;
“such treasure as I-have been able to acquire is not laid
up either upon the earth nor yet under it, therefore me-
thinks it is safe from being handled by such as you have
named.”

“You speak well of yourself, I see,” rejoined the King,
“but uncharitably of others. Come, tell us, do you not
commend the honesty of the servant who seeks to advance
his master’s interests without respect of persons ?”

“His wisdom, indeed, I do commend,” said Map, “but
scarcely his honesty.”

“You are as ever, incorrigible,” cried Henry impatiently,
“and delight in being wise for others but not for yourself.
Now what say you, my lords, to this proposition,” he added,
raising his voice and addressing the courtiers who stood
round: “The king, who governs the whole land, is lord
also of all men, and likewise owner of their lands and goods.
What say you?”

“That what the King says is ever just,” replied an abbot
who stood near, “saving, however, the liberties of Holy
Church.”

“And moreover those of the barons of the Exchequer,”
put in another courtier.

“ And of the inhabitants of London, both clerks and lay-
men,” added the Dean of St. Paul’s.

“ And of the Knights of the Holy Temple of Jerusalem,
by the terms of their charter,” continued the Grand Master
of that Order.
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“Say, rather, of the Jews themselves,” suggested Map
aside to the poet Benoit, “they being the sworn servants of
the devil, to whom they sold themselves for a crusader’s
patrimony.”

“Granted that these exceptions are true, and that they
are so admitted at our Exchequer,” persisted Henry, “ what
say you to the general principle? or can any man show a
title against the Crown? For certain it is that the common
safety demands the subjection of all men to one lord, who
shall command both their service and their possessions at
his need, which is the need of his people, who are his to
govern and preserve by the might and wisdom which are
given him from Heaven.”

A respectful silence followed these words of the King, who
was known to entertain strong views on the subject of his
prerogative of pre-emption. “ You see,” resumed the latter,
turning to Map, “that the general opinion of our wise men
‘is against your foolish scruples.”

“Which only shows,” retorted the irrepressible satirist, “that
my folly is more honest than their wisdom. For it is well
known that all men are secret enemies of the new science of
taxation, which the servants of your grandfather devised to
cheat simple folk by long phrases, whence have proceeded
war and famine and pestilence to the utter impoverishment
of the land; and now withal the king is poorer as it appears
than his Saxon predecessors, who possessed great treasures
through the goodwill of their people. And further, there are
many who think that these changes make a military despot-
ism, when the king may seek his pleasure in the adventures
of foreign war rather than to be solicitous for the defence of
the kingdom, and likewise they think that a love of justice
may become a mere pretext for increasing the king’s treasure
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by fines and amercements, so that soon a man may sin with
impunity, so that he have the means to make atonement at
the Exchequer.”

“With your good pleasure, sire,” said the Treasurer in a
firm voice, as Map had ended his speech, “I could show
that Master Walter Map has spoken inadvisedly ; for it is
notorious that our King is a lover of peace, and seeks not the
glory of war. Has he not abstained hitherto from going
with his army to recover the Holy Temple from the heathen,
whereby he might easily have had a great aid from his
knights, as other princes have done who are now gone
upon that journey. And though he has been many times
driven to maintain his quarrel against the French king, yet
first he sent many envoys and invoked the mediation of
the Roman Court. Was he the first to invade the land of
Ireland, though it waslong before given to him, as this island
was given to his ancestors? or is he still at war with the
princes of Wales and Scotland? Lastly, is he not at this
very time playing the peace-maker between the Spanish
kings, who have sent their legates to his Court, that he may
bring them again into peace and fellowship with one another.
True it is that he is ever prepared for war, by reason of
the malice of his enemies ; for in the recent rebellion, without
the provision of treasure and other necessaries, he would have
been caught all unprepared, and would have fared ill, and the
kingdom worse. Therefore it is well written, ‘The strong
man, armed, keeps his house in peace.’”

“By God’s eyes, you have spoken well, Master Richard,”
said the King approvingly.

« And as for that complaint of the perversion of justice,”
added Richard de Luci, the justiciar, who had recently en-
tered the chamber, “I will relate something which has lately
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befallen to the contrary. Know then that the citizens of
London, and especially the young men of the richer sort,
not regarding the dignity of the King’s barons, but con-
temning them in their pride, through the greatness of their
city, have heretofore sought occasion to quarrel with them in
the streets, and even to despoil their houses by night. And
as you know, on the morning of the next day after the King’s
coming hither, the brother of the Earl Ferrers was found
dead in the street, his lodging having been broken in the
night, and himself slain, and his body dragged forth into
the gutter. Whereat the King raged exceedingly, and fear
fell upon all his barons, so that they guarded themselves
against a like event. Now this very night past a company
of the same citizens broke into the house of Robert de Stute-
vill. But he being armed, with his servants, laid in wait for
them, till they had broken down the door with crowbars, and
so entered into the house, one of them who was in front
having a torch in his hand. Whereupon Sir Robert rushed
forth upon him and smote off his hand, so that it dropped
with the torch upon the ground ; and his fellows, terrified
by the suddenness of the thing, and by the darkness, fled out
of the door, but Sir Robert held fast the man whom he had
wounded, and guarded him till daylight, when he delivered
him up to me, who commanded that he should be cast into
prison, And here, being offered his life if he should become
the king’s prover, he revealed the names of his fellows, who
were forthwith taken ; amongst whom is an alderman of the
city, a man of great repute and wealth, who sent for me to
the prison, and offered to fine with the King in £500 but to
save his life and depart out of the kingdom. With which
money the King might provide himself with five hundred
men-at-arms for his wars ; and yet he will not accept the fine,
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but has commanded justice to be done upon him and his
fellows. Thus men may see that the chief care of this great
prince is not to amass treasure, but to provide for the peace
and security of his people.”

This fresh instance of the sovereign’s prudent government
was received with a chorus of extravagant praise from his
courtiers, which reduced Master Map to a discreet silence.

Henry now bethought himself of his projected sport, and
without further parley repaired to the courtyard of the
palace, followed by those among his courtiers who were
accustomed to attend him on these occasions.

Richard de Anesti also was about to withdraw when he
was accosted by Master Map, to whom he had previously
been known, and who was burning to deliver himself of his
grievances against the courtiers to a sympathetic ear.

“Who would believe,” he began, “that these who are so
ready to govern others are by no means able to rule them-
selves, I say not as Christians, but as valiant knights should
do. Truly, they are so occupied with vanities that they have
no leisure for religion or learning, which are the chief quali-
fications for good government. Consider their lands, increased
continually by grants and purchases, procured by favour and
by oppression of others, and wasted as quickly by mortgages
to the Jews, to feed their ambition and luxury ; their castles
(which seem built to invade heaven itself), with carven pillars
and painted ceilings ; their courtyards full of outlandish birds
and beasts, and their gardens gay with painted flowers and
fragrant with spice trees. Then, too, observe the effeminacy
of their dress,—their silks and broideries, jewelled gloves and
peaked shoes, and their hair flowing like a woman’s. For
just as some maidens affect the garb of men, straitening their
drapery and cutting short their hair, with lascivious intent,
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so these Court peacocks array themselves in order to dazzle
the eyes of fond dames.

“But I will pass by this wickedness, which has been so
often reproved by the holy Abbot of Westminster, and I will
mention rather the insupportable insolence of their speech and
gait. Thus, they will regard you with their eyes half-closed,
affect to examine the nails of their fingers whilst they speak,
yawn openly, arch their eyebrows, shrug their shoulders, and
many such like impertinences. Also they soften their voices
when they speak to women with a mincing tone, but to
others they drawl affectedly, and they call rudely upon their
servants or inferiors.”

“They who are stricken in years appear, on the contrary,
either slovenly in their dress and avaricious in their dealings,
or else gluttonous, maintainers of cooks and physicians, and
lovers of gilt wine cups and jewels and rich trappings and
the like. And because of these excesses and of their knavery
in seeking gifts and bribes against all justice and honesty
(whereof I will tell you something at another time), you may
often see these courtiers choosing to endow some monas-
tery and to end their days there, since all men grow soonest
weary of evil-doing.”

“It is true,” replied Richard at length, “that I have myself
observed most of the abuses that you have named, and, per-
adventure, certain others besides. But it is to be remembered
that these excesses have been known in the courts of all
countries, and are even condemned by the holy Prophets,
and otherwise the present age is not to be particularly
censured, but rather praised for avoiding the graver sins of
olden time, such as impiety and rapine, and others which
have been happily reformed by the wisdom and justice of our
great King and his ministers.”
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“Now, truly,” said Map warmly, “you speak inadvisedly ;
for it is well known that the Holy Father himself, and all who
attend to the state of the Christian peoples, both in this
country and in others, have utterly condemned the sinfulness
of the present age, both in things spiritual and temporal ; as,
namely, plurality of benefices, non-residence of clergy, and
the advancement to the degrees of priest and archdeacon of
young and unworthy clerks; the sacraments administered
only to such as can procure them by gifts. Again, among
the regular clergy there are luxury and waste ; the brethren
fill their purses (who should rightly carry none) with alms,
going abroad and living at their pleasure; they also take
money of villeins and simple men, to bring their sons to be
ordained, whereby the lords of such are daily offended. The
Church also is oppressed by the greed and violence of lay-
men, and the discussions that arise therefrom give boldness
to heretics and scoffers, who have greatly multiplied of late.
Usury is practised by Christian men without shame, and is
become the chief trade of many, and therefore great favour
has been shown to the Jews, who have lately gotten for them-
selves cimiteries in divers towns, whereas Christ’'s lepers
have none such, nor any churches or priests assigned to them.
Some amass money by the spoil of wrecks of the sea and by
piracy ; others sell arms to the Saracens, and assist them
against the soldiers of the Cross. Still more waste their
substance in tournaments and levy private war, not regarding
the peace of the Church, by the hands of savage mercenaries
within the days of holy truce. And for all the above evil
practices the clergy excuse themselves by the plea of custom,
not remembering the punishment of Gehazi; while as for
laymen, they set at nought the censures of Holy Church,
such as excommunications and interdicts justifying them-
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Vice-chancellor, Master Thomas Brown, Ralph the physician,
and several other distinguished persons, occupying seats on
either side of the throne ; whilst several clerks, furnished with
material for writing, occupied a place where they could be
easily overlooked by the Vice-chancellor and Master Thomas.

Meantime the less dignified clergy, deans and archdeacons
and canons, had ranged themselves on the right side of the
hall, and the great body of the king’s tenants-in-chief and
other lay personages similarly on the left; those in front
seated on low benches, and those behind standing, in order to
obtain a better view of the proceedings.

Richard de Anesti himself had taken a position with
several officers of the Receipt immediately behind his patron,
the Treasurer, who sat near the end of the bench on the
right of the throne. Presently a flourish of music announced
the approach of the exalted suitors, who entered the Hall by
the great door at the north end in three separate divisions.

First came the referees, chosen by both parties indif-
ferently, whose mission it was to guarantee the adherence of
the two kings to the present arbitration on pain of forfeiture
of several important castles on either side, while it was their
further duty to convey an impartial and authoritative report
of the decision of the English king to the two contending
sovereigns. These referees were four in number—a bishop
and a lord, with whom were joined two principals of the
Orders of the Knights of the Temple and of St. John. These
legates, in their robes of office, preceded by heralds and
banners of both countries, and followed by a body of clerks
bearing membranes of parchment and ink-horns, advanced

_slowly up the centre of the hall, and after making a deep
obeisance to the King, took the places reserved for them on
his right hand. They were immediately’ succeeded by the
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embassy of Castille, comprising a bishop and several nobles
of high rank, with numerous clerks learned in the law, the
rear being brought up by a mounted knight in complete
armour, preceded by a herald and attended by two squires
on foot, who appeared as the champion of Castille. The
embassy of Navarre followed in like order at a convenient
distance.

Then the advocates of both parties having taken their
places immediately in front of the throne on either side, the
King opened the proceedings by referring to the previous
Council at Windsor, at which the conditions of the arbitration
and the formal statements of claim had been concluded, and
the final hearing of the mafter had been adjourned to the pre-
sent meeting. Wherefore, he concluded, it was open to both
parties to dispute in turn upon their respective allegations,
before judgment was pronounced. At this announcement,
the Bishop of Palenza rose and claimed the favour of the
King and his Council on behalf of a native advocate of great
repute, who was prepared to argue the cause of his master,
Alphonso of Castille.

The King having signified his assent, the advocate referred
to came forward and addressed the council with great fluency
in choice Castilian Latin, interspersed with quotations from
legal authorities. This discourse, which embraced a state-
ment of the lineage of the kings of Castille and Navarre,
and a narrative of the historical events connected with the
violent usurpation of the territories now claimed by King
Alphonso, was illustrated by references to numerous original
charters and other documents, which, being handed in frcm
time to time by the Bishop of Palenza, were read aloud by
the Vice-chancellor, after which they were closely inspected
by Henry himself.
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When the Castilian advocate had concluded his argument,
an advocate on the side of the King of Navarre replied at
length in similar style, denying the allegations of his adver-
sary, and advancing a counter claim to other territories
of which his master had been forcibly dispossessed by King
Alphonso or his ancestors, supporting also his contention
by reference to documentary evidence. In the course of
both arguments, the King frequently interrupted, demandmg
an explanation in clerical Latin of certain passages. The
councillors also seemed to exhibit marked signs of im-
patience from time to time, and at length, almost before the
Navarrese had well concluded his speech, Richard de Luci
addressed the King to the effect that, without any dis-
respect to the representatives of the powerful and virtuous
princes here present, it was plain that the bishops and barons
whom the King had summoned to assist in the decision of
this cause were unable to comprehend the allegations of
either side any more than if they were spoken in a barbarous
tongue, and, therefore, it seemed to him desirable that the
advocates should be required to use the Norman tongue,
which, he added, was held in most esteem in the courts of
divers Christian kingdoms. To this proposition the Bishop
of London offered as an amendment that clerical Latin
should be admitted ; but this was negatived by a murmur
of dissent amongst the lay nobility present, and a lively
interchange of views followed on both sides. The King, how-
ever, put a stop to the discussion in a peremptory manner,
and gave his decision in favour of admitting clerical Latin,
but only in written allegations, with- which each party was to
furnish the Council within three days, in order that when
these documents had been clearly explained and discussed
by the Council, judgment might be given without further
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parley. Wherefore the present meeting was declared to be
adjourned.

When the King had given this decision, the two embassies,
without venturing any objection, withdrew in the same
order as they had arrived, and their example was followed
by the majority of those present. The chief topic of
interest amongst the military part of the audience was the
appearance of the two champions, of whose prowess in the
wars against the Saracens many stories had been spread
abroad, and the probabilities of the matter being referred to
the battle was earnestly discussed on all sides. The clerical
element, on the other hand, was anxious rather to argue the
points of procedure that had arisen during the recent hearing,
and especially the pretensions of the baronage that only the
French tongue should be admitted. Concerning this subject,
the Treasurer, who joined Richard as the King’s retinue was
leaving the hall, had much to say, advancing many reasons
on either side, but himself leaning somewhat to that of the
barons, on the ground that the record of every plea should be
made in the vulgar tongue, as being a proclamation more
solemn than any deposition in writing; though now, he
added, matters were somewhat altered, except in the ancient
franchises.

At this point Richard inquired of the Treasurer what
difference existed between the sessions of the king’s court
before the king himself or before his justices. At which the
latter replied as follows:

“You must know that the King sits in justice alone and
supreme in all manner of causes, yet for the most part he
uses to commit the hearing of the pleas of the subjects, and
pleas of the Crown touching his revenue, or for the breach of
his peace, and of the assizes of the realm, to his barons and
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justices ; although I have known our King to preside in the
matter of a convention made between two freeholders, whilst
he has committed the judgment of an appeal of treason to the
justices. But in those causes which concern the inheritance
of lands and the encroachment upon his forests, and appeals
in ecclesiastical causes, he is ever wont to hear and determine
everything, with the assistance of his household or of the
peers of the realm.”

“ And in which court,” asked Richard, “is the greater
wisdom discernible.”

“Now, truly,” replied the Treasurer, “I am in doubt as to
an answer ; for though the suitors benefit through the skill
and precision of the presiding justices, yet it cannot be
denied that our King himself is an incomparable judge of
those things which are resolved by the course of the civil
and canon laws. For in these causes he is both wise and
subtle and resolute, so that none may gain any advantage
over him in disputation, as you would have seen had you
been present at the hearing of the great cause between the
Bishop of Chichester and the Abbot of Battle.”

“Nay,” said Richard, “but if you remember I was then
present, being engaged in pursuing my own causes; and I
have also heard of the King’s skill in deciding the matter of
the inheritance of Earl Bigot in his late court at Windsor.”

“ However,” the Treasurer resumed, “I do not otherwise
commend those general processes, for a large assembly is in
its nature incapable of judicial gravity ; so that the sessions
of such a body are generally attended with confusion and
quarrels, and even with blows. As to this doubtless you are
aware of the reason for the Archbishop’s absence to-day, him
of York I mean, who is but now recovering from the wounds
inflicted on him at the Council holden here last Easter.”



—
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“I have heard some rumours of this dispute,” replied
Richard, “but nothing plainly.”

“Then I will tell you,” said the Treasurer, “who was an
eye-witness, though an unwilling one. The Council whereof
1 speak was convened by the Cardinal for the reformation
of ecclesiastical abuses, and the King was present there with
his sons, and all the bishops and abbots and chapters of the
kingdom. And when all were assembled in the chapel of the
infirm monks, here at Westminster, it was seen that those
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archbishops, and their suffragans and their monks, were
arrayed against one another like hostile armies about to
join battle. And presently the signal was given, when the
Archbishop of Canterbury went forward to take his seat at
the right hand of the Cardinal; for immediately the other
Archbishop stood in his way, and claimed the dignity of that
place as an ancient privilege of his Church ; and because he
still pressed forward, plucked him by the border of his pall.
Whereupon the Bishop of Ely, who stood by, seized the
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aggressor by the back of his neck, and so held him fast, and
his cap fell off and was broken. And at the same instant the
servants of the Archbishop of Canterbury and others fell
upon him, and threw him upon the ground and beat him,
and trampled on him with their feet, so that he was rescued
from their hands scarcely breathing. And by reason of this
scandal, the King was compelled to make peace between
them, and to send the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Bishop of Ely abroad with his daughter, as far as St. Gilles,
whence they are only lately returned. But the Archbishop
of York has little health and less desire to attend more
councils.

“This then is the sum of that which you seek to know,
that it is better, for the welfare of the whole community
that there should be a constituted body, how small soever,
to hear and resolve all causes at some fixed spot, rather
than that the King should depute sundry of his courtiers
to determine such matters, to whom the science of the Curia
and of the Exchequer may perchance be wholly unknown.
And it is certain that sooner or later these changes will
become necessary, for in the multitude of our judges there is
little wisdom and much guile. But concerning these things,
I would desire you to hear Ranulph de Glanvill and his
brethren, who have greater experience in them than we at
the Exchequer.”

With such talk as this they reached the hall of the inner
palace, where dinner was prepared, and where the King
entertained at his own table the foreign legates, with many
prelates and nobles of the kingdom, and other clerks and
laymen of his court, marshalled in due order of precedence.
The fare indeed was modest, as befitted the beginning of
Lent; but Richard was surprised at the infinite variety of
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fish that was served at each table: lordly salmon and great
trout both sodden and baked with verjuice and spices, pike
of three feet in length, roasted whole upon spits and stuffed
with herbs and anchovies, eels in crust, potted lamperns,
with tench, bream, and dace, and other common fish, all
denizens of the river and, many of them long fattened in
the fish stews that formed an important feature of the
palace inclosure. Together with these was served almost
every sort of sea fish that found its way to the riverside
market. As soon as the banquet was ended, the King with-
drew into his chamber for the purpose, it was understood, of
conversation with the Spanish and Navarrese delegates re-
specting the political institutions of their respective countries,
a subject of invariable attraction for this royal statesman.

Richard, learning that his friend the Treasurer was dis-
posed for study, readily joined himself with a company of
the younger courtiers present, who purposed, according to
custom, to repair to the playing fields beyond the city
walls, in order to initiate the Lenten tournaments always
held there on Sunday afternoon—when the Court happened
to be at London—between the chivalry not yet dignified by
knighthood and the noble youths of the city. Accordingly,
not long afterwards a gay cavalcade wended its way along
the Strand towards the city, where, having fallen in with
an equal number of the youths of the city mustered in the
great square before the Church of St. Paul, the two squad-
rons proceeded towards the fields, followed by an immense
concourse of spectators, both on foot and horseback.

Arrived at the appointed spot, where spacious lists had
been prepared for the occasion, the tournament was opened by
single courses between champions on both sides,—the citizens
being, according to custom, the challengers. In this mimic
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warfare, however, neither steed nor rider was protected by
armour, the latter having only a shield and a headless lance.

F1G. 20.

The encounter, however, though
bloodless, was an equal test of
horsemanship and skill in the
use of the lance, whilst the risk
of severe falls and contusions
was a sufficient proof of hardi-
hood. As soon as the single
contests were exhausted, and
the champion who had dis-
played the greatest prowess
had been proclaimed victor by
the umpires, and rewarded with
the prize of a gold chain, with
which he was decorated by the
fair hands of the daughter of
one of the city magnates, a
general engagement followed, the
opposing bands vying in their
display of skilful manceuvres,
forming and wheeling and charg-
ing in several ranks, until at a
given signal the combat was
suspended, and the result was
declared to be in favour of the
courtiers, a verdict which excited
some murmurs from the popu-
lace. Indeed Richard, who had
remained an interested spectator

of the tournament, having won his spurs many years before
in the expedition against Toulouse, observed that an evident
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rivalry existed between the courtiers and citizens, which
was not confined, as he was reminded by a recent tragedy,
to a harmless encounter like the present. For as the former,
after a joyous carousal and ceremonious farewell of the civic
potentates, were returning again towards Westminster, the
young heir of Bigot, next to whom he rode, asked if he
intended on the morrow to witness the trial of John the
Elder and those citizens, his fellows, who stood accused of
housebreaking and other crimes against the king’s peace;
of which, doubtless, he added, the murder of the brother of
his father’s old friend and companion in arms, the Earl
Ferrers, when the Court first came to London, was one.

The sun had set behind the orchards and thickets of the
Abbey before the party returned to Westminster; and im-
mediately after supper Richard sought his couch, resolved
upon being present at the expected trial of the recreant
magnates of the city.

On the following morning, therefore, he rose early and
waited upon his lord and patron, Richard de Luci, the justi-
ciar, to whom the conduct of the trial belonged. Here he
was informed by one of the deputy marshals of the Curia
that the midnight robber, who had been previously wounded
and secured, had been admitted as the king’s prover, and
that he had already denounced many of note amongst the
younger citizens, some of whom had fled the city, and others
were already taken, besides John the Elder, all of whom were
lodged in the gaol of Newgate, and would be brought before
the king’s justices at Westminster that very morning. Upon
hearing this news, Richard proceeded to the lodging of his
kinsman, Ranulph de Glanvill, who, on learning his wishes,
readily consented to accompany him.

Long before the hour appointed for the trial, a crowd of
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citizens had assembled in front of the palace gates, while
more privileged courtiers had taken their stand in the body
of the Hall itself. At the hour appointed for the proceedings
of the court to begin, the Justiciar, Richard de Luci, entered,
attended by various serjeants and officers, and also by several
clerks and scribes who were prepared to endite a report of
the proceedings in the rolls of the court. The Justiciar took
his seat on the broad bench at the summit of the Hall, and
the clerks occupied benches at a table immediately in front.
Next the king's “prover” was brought in, unarmed, for,
having lost his right hand in the manner before related, it
was not intended that he should substantiate his accusation
by a personal combat. After him followed the sheriff of
London, William, son of Isabel, to whose custody the prisoners
had been committed, and three or four of these wretches,
half-naked and securely pinioned, under the escort of the
sheriffs, serjeants, and the gaoler of the king’s prison, were
next brought up to the bar which divided the judges and
clerks from the body of the court.

The proceedings which followed were short and simple
in the extreme. The Justiciar rose and spoke a few words
to the effect that the King was deeply moved to anger by
the frequent contempts and crimes committed heretofore by
divers malefactors of that city, which he was resolved to visit
with condign punishment, as would presently be evident. At
the conclusion of this significant preamble, the king’s “prover”
was pushed forward by the sheriff. Pale as death, with trem-
bling limbs and faltering accents, he appealed John the Elder,
and others his associates, for that they did by night within
the king’s peace, feloniously break into the lodging of a
certain lord, namely the brother of the Earl of Ferrers, and
him wounded, and dragged into the street, and killed with
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the real meaning of the ordeal of water—a yet more des-
perate resource than the trial of the heated iron, though the
accused had not even been permitted to choose between these
implements of torture.

Thus thought Richard de Anesti as he found himself
hurried along in the eager throng of sightseers which pressed
towards the great doorway through which the officials and
prisoners had already passed on their way to the place of
torment.

It is related that in the old days of simple piety and
austere faith before the Conquest, the ordeal was always
performed as a solemn religious mystery in the interior of
a church, and the Divine interposition on behalf of the
innocent was invoked by prayer and fasting; but now the
test had degenerated into a meaningless form of law—a
straw carelessly dropped within reach of a sinking man.
Therefore, without proceeding as far as the Church of St.
Peter, the procession halted on the verge of the abbey pre-
cincts, where, in an excavation made for the purpose, a large
copper filled with water was already steaming over a roaring
furnace of pine logs. Here the prisoners were halted, and
the sheriffs’ serjeants bandaged each probationer’s hand
and arm with thick folds of linen, to the upper and lower
joints of which the sheriff affixed his seal upon a thin disc of
molten lead. Then the accused were called upon in turn to
attempt the ordeal, which consisted in plunging the bandaged
arm into the now boiling cauldron, so as to snatch away from
the bottom a large white stone. This John the Elder success-
fully accomplished, but two out of his five associates were-
not so successful ; for one of them being overcome by the
heat of the furnace, or blinded by the smoke and flame, was
unable to lay hold of the stone, and still groping for it with
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his arm, fainted with the pain, and would have been either
boiled or roasted alive if the sheriff had not plucked him
forth. This horrible sight so disconcerted the last of the
accused, that, having advanced to the edge of the furnace,
his courage failed him, and he piteously refused to make the
required attempt. Thereupon he was adjudged guilty, and
sentenced by the Justiciar to be hanged with the other
prisoners who had failed to clear themselves in the manner
required by custom. The four remaining prisoners who had
braved the terrors of the ordeal were now respited in order
that the judgment of God might be apparent from the in-
spection of their arms at the lapse of three days ; for then he
upon whose flesh appeared no mark of scalding was held to
be unscathed by the water, and was discharged or banished,
according to his character ; but otherwise he was punished
with the extreme rigour of the law. These then were now
removed under a guard to prison, but the two already con-
victed, having been hurriedly tied by their feet to the tails of
two horses, were dragged in that manner by the sheriffs and a
mounted party towards the place of execution, followed by a
large part of the spectators both on horseback and on foot.
Richard had no desire to be present at the final act of justice,
but returned slowly towards the palace, still musing upon the
problem which had been suggested by the recent scene, and
which was nothing less than the possibility of the administra-
tion of justice in a spirit of equity and humanity.

He had not proceeded far before he was overtaken by
Ranulph de Glanvill and his brother William, and together
they returned to the White Hall, where they found the
Treasurer and a few other clerks and courtiers awaiting the
King’s return from his daily hunting expedition, and here,
after some conversation upon the subject of the late proceed-
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ings, Richard, addressing himself to the Treasurer, mentioned
the objections which had occurred to him as a layman in the
judgments of criminal presentments, inquiring whether this
process was common to other kingdoms, and for what reason
the great perfection displayed in the judgments of the Curia
and Exchequer in other pleas had not been extended also to
these ; and, lastly, whether the evil were such a one as might
be remedied. To which the Treasurer replied as follows :

“1t is true that neither the providence of the king and his
justices, nor the vigilance of the sheriffs and his other ministers,
can wholly prevent those evils of which you have complained.
But whether the laws themselves and the assizes of the
kingdom are to blame therein, I will not willingly decide, but
will refer you on this point to our most learned justice, your
kinsman here.”

Ranulph de Glanvill, who was thus appealed to, appeared
to accept the Treasurer’s challenge, for he immediately
addressed himself to Richard in the following words :

“I admit,” he began, “in part the truth of what you have
spoken. But consider now that there is no similitude between
the Common Pleas of the King’s Court or at the Exchequer
and the presentments of which you make mention, which
notoriously are practised in the provincial courts, accord-
ing to the ancient laws of the English, among which is this
same trial by the ordeal, whereas the Curia and Exchequer
are in their origin wholly Norman. But it is to be considered
in respect of the ordeal, that if the accused be nobles or free-
men, or burgesses, they shall have the appeal of battle, or the
judgment of their peers, or the custom of their city ; though
truly our King is no respecter of persons, as you have just
now seen, and thinketh that for men convicted by the oath of
their neighbours, the ordeal is sufficient. So then this judg-






CHAPTER VIL
WESTMINSTER.—THE KING'S COURT.

“IT is now thirty years ago,” Richard began, ‘“that William
de Sackville, my uncle, died, leaving to me and to one other
a disputed inheritance. And the cause hereof was this: that
the same William, long before, was contracted in the bond of
matrimony with Albreda, daughter of Geoffrey de Tregoz,

but notwithstanding this solemn vow, he soon afterwards

married Adeliza, daughter of Aubrey de Vere, contrary to

the laws of Holy Church. And thereupon Albreda, whom

he had thus wronged, brought her suit in the ecclesiastical

courts, and because she could not have justice done her there,

she appealed thence to the Bishop of Winchester, being at
o8
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that time the legate of our lord the Pope, by whom the truth
of the matter was certified to the Court of Rome. And after-
wards, by virtue of a certain rescript of our lord the Pope,
sentence of nullity was pronounced in a synod held at London
in the year of Our Lord 1143, and accordingly the said William
returned to Albreda, and lived with her till his dying day.
But although he thus submitted himself to the decree of Holy
Church, and put away her with whom he had sinned, yet he
continued to bear a great affection towards her, and especially
to the daughter whom she had borne to him, by name Mabel.
And many years after, being infirm with age and sickness, the
said Mabel and her husband came to him and abode with
him till his death, and afterwards entered upon all his manors
and lands, on the pretext that the said Mabel took the same
as his daughter and heiress. Moreover, they feigned that the
said William, before his death, had repented of the evil that
he had wrought towards Adeliza, having confessed the whole
truth in the presence of the Abbot of Colchester and other
religious persons, as follows. That he had by no means
entered into that contract with Albreda, as had been supposed,
but had received a release thereof from her father to himself
and his father, by agreement on both sides, after which he
married Adeliza openly in the face of the Church, who was
driven from his house against his will by the subtle devices of
" Albreda, and of those who were in hope to inherit in default of
his issue by her such as afterwards came to pass. Alleging
further that the legate and those who were joined with him in
pronouncing that sentence of nullity had been influenced
therein by gifts.
“And because Mabel and her husband were in posses-
sion of my rightful inheritance, and would not even make
a concord with me about the same, I sent a certain man
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of my own into Normandy for the King’s writ, whereby
I impleaded my adversaries. And when my messenger
brought me the writ, I proceeded to Sarum, in order that it
might be returned under the Queen’s seal. And when I
came back I heard that Ralph Brito was about to cross the
water, so I followed him to Southampton to speak with him,
in order that he might purchase for me the King’s writ
addressed to the Archbishop, because I knew that the plea
would be removed into the Archbishop’s court. And having
returned from Southampton with the Queen’s writ, I went to
Ongar, and delivered the writ to Richard de Luci, who, having
seen the same, gave me a day for pleading at Northampton
on the eve of St. Andrew ; and before that I sent Nicholas
my clerk for Geoftrey de Tregoz, and for Albreda his sister,
to wit she who had been my uncle’s wife, whom he found at
Berney, in Norfolk. And when the clerk returned, I went to
Northampton to open my pleadings with my friends and
helpers, and hence Richard de Luci gave me another day at
Southampton, on the fifteenth day. Afterwards Ralph Brito
came from Normandy, and brought me the King’s writ,
whereby the plea was removed into the Archbishop’s court,
and I carried the writ to Archbishop Theobald, whom I found
at Winchester ; and then he gave me a day on the feast of
St. Vincent, and that plea was held at Lambeth ; and thence
he gave me a day on the feast of St. Valentine the Martyr,
and that plea was held at Maidstone. From thence he gave
me a day on the feast of St. Perpetua and St. Felicity ; and
meanwhile I went to the Bishop of Winchester, to talk with
him, so that he might certify the divorce which had been
before him in the synod at London. And having received
the bishop’s certificate, I appeared on the day assigned to me
prepared for pleading, and that plea was held at Lambeth.
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From thence he gave me a day on the Monday next after
the Lxtare Jerusalem. And meanwhile I went for Master
Ambrose, who at that time was with the Abbot of St.
Alban’s, in Norfolk; and Sampson my chaplain I sent to
Buckingham for Master Peter de Melide.

“ Having thus secured the clerks above-named, I kept my
day with my helpers at London. Thence the Archbishop
gave me a day on Quasimodo Geniti Sunday ; and meantime
I sent John my brother beyond sea to the King’s Court,
because I was informed that my adversaries had purchased
the King’s writ not to plead until the King should return from
beyond sea; and therefore I sent my brother for another writ,
that my plea should not be stayed by reason of this writ of
my adversaries. And in the meantime I went myself to
Chichester, to talk with Bishop Hilary, so that he might
testify to the divorce which had been pronounced in his
presence by my lord of Winchester, in the synod at London;
and I received his testimony, namely, the letters which he
despatched to the Archbishop testifying the divorce.

“At London I kept my day with my clerks and witnesses
and friends and helpers, and I remained there during four
days, pleading every day. Thence he gave me a day on
Rogation day, and when I kept it at Canterbury, my adver-
saries said that they would not plead on account of the sum-
mons of the King’s army against Toulouse. So I followed the
King, and I found him at Auvilar, in Gascony. And in this
journey I waited thirteen weeks before I was able to have
the King’s writ to proceed with my pleadings. As soon as I
had purchased the King’s writ, I returned, and having found
the Archbishop at Mortlake, I delivered the King’s writ to
him, and he gave me a day on the feast of St. Crispin and St.
Crispianus, on which day I came to Canterbury; and from
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thence he gave me a day on the octaves of St. Martin, on
which day I came to Canterbury. From thence my lord of
Canterbury gave me a day on the feast of St. Lucia the
Virgin ; and meanwhile I sent Master Sampson my chaplain
to Lincoln for Master Peter. But when my day came I was
unable to plead on account of my illness; so I sent my
essoigners, who had me excused at Canterbury. And thence
a day was given me on the feast of St. Fabian and St.
Sebastian, on which day I came to London, where my lord
of Canterbury then was; and from thence he gave me a day
on the feast of St. Scolastica the Virgin, and I kept it at
Canterbury ; and thence on Latare Jerusalem, and I kept it
at London; and thence on Misericordia Domini Sunday.
And in the meantime I sent Robert de Furneis and Richard
de Marci for Godfrey de Marci, and I myself went to the
Bishop of Winchester, that I might obtain a more perfect
certification of the divorce pronounced by him. And I found
the bishop at Fareham, by Portsmouth, and from thence I
brought back with me Master Jordan Fantasma, here, and
Nicholas de Chandos, that they might be able to testify by
word of mouth what the bishop had also testified by his writ.
And I kept my day at London, prepared to plead, and thence
the Archbishop gave me a day on the Close of Pentecost.
And meantime I went myself to the Bishop of Lincoln for
Master Peter, who then was with him at Stafford, and I sent
Sampson my chaplain for Master Steven de Binham, whom
he found at Norwich. And thence I kept my day at Canter-
bury, prepared to plead with my clerks, witnesses, friends,
and helpers; and there we pleaded for two days. From thence
he gave me a day on the octaves of St. Peter and St. Paul,
and I kept it at Wingham ; and thence on the feast of St.
Sixtus, and I kept it at Lambeth; and thence on the



Westminster.—The King's Court. 103

Decollation of St. John the Baptist, and I kept it at Canter-
bury ; and thence on the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist.
In the meanwhile I crossed the water that I might crave
license from our lord the King to appeal to Rome; and hav-
ing received the license, I appealed to Rome till Latare
Jerusalem. After this I sued for the Archbishop’s writ of
appeal ; but he refused to give it me forthwith, but he gave
me a day to receive it at Canterbury, on which day I came
and received my writ, but without seal, so that I might
show it to my advocates and obtain their opinion whether it
was according to law. And afterwards I sent his writ, by
Sampson my chaplain, to Lincoln, to show it to Master Peter.
And afterwards I sent it to Master Ambrose, whom the
messenger found at Binham. And when the writ was
corrected by my advocates, I brought it again to Canterbury,
that it might be sealed ; but after seeing it, they refused to
seal it as it was, but they gave me another also without seal.
Thence, after I had received this writ, I went to show it to
the Bishop of Chichester, and when I had heard his advice I
returned. And then I sent the writ by Sampson my chap-
lain to Master Peter. I then sent the same writ again to
Master Ambrose at St, Alban’s ; and when I had received
their advice, and the writ being corrected, I went to the Arch-
bishop at Wingham, and there my writ was sealed. And
when I came back I sent John my brother to Winchester,
in order that he might purchase the bishop’s writ, certifying
the divorce to the Holy Father, and I myself went to the
Bishop of Chichester, whom I found at Salisbury, in order
that he might certify the divorce by his writ addressed to the
Holy Father in the same manner as he had done to the Arch-
bishop. And a second time and a third time did I send my
brother to Winchester before I could have an available writ,
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Thereafter I got my clerks ready, and sent them to Rome, to
wit, Sampson my chaplain, and Master Peter de Littlebury,
and one man to attend them. And when they came back I
received from them the writ of our lord the Pope,and brought
it to the Bishop of Chichester and the Abbot of Westminster,
to whom the same was addressed, in order that my plea
might be brought into their court. After they had seen the
apostolical precept, they fixed a day for me to plead at
Westminster in eight days of the feast of St. Michael. And I
kept my day, with my advocates and witnesses and friends
and helpers, and there we tarried three days before we
pleaded, on account of the King’s commands about which the
abbot and the bishop were employed. And thence they gave
me a day in eight days of St. Martin. In the meantime I
sent John my brother for Godfrey de Marci, in order that he
might attend as my witness, and he could not come, because
he was ill, but he sent his son in his place. On the appointed
day I came to London, prepared and ready to plead, because
I thought that I should then obtain my judgment, and there
we tarried five days, and then my adversaries appealed to the
presence of the Holy Father himself till the feast of St. Luke
the Evangelist. And I requested the instrument of appeal,
and they gave me a day at Oxford on the feast of St. Andrew.
And I kept my day, and tarried there for nine days before I
could obtain my instrument ; and having received it, but with-
out seal, I carried it to Master Peter at Lincoln, in order that
he might correct it. The writ being corrected, I carried the
same to the Bishop of Chichester at Winchester, on the
octaves of the Epiphany, in order that it might be sealed
there. But the bishop would not seal it, because the Abbot
of Westminster was not there ; but afterwards it was sealed
at Westminster on Lzaetare Jerusalem. Afterwards I went to
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the Archbishop of York for his writ deprecatory, addressed to
the Holy Father, and to the Bishop of Durham for his writ
to the Holy Father and the cardinals; and I found them both
at York. And I returned to the Bishop of Lincoln for his writ
to the same, and afterwards to the Bishop of Winchester for
his writ; and I found him at Glastonbury. And when the
time of appealing drew nigh, having prepared my clerks, I
sent them to the Court of Rome, where they tarried sixty-

Le chaftel be Doure lenzree ¢ laclef
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two days before they could have my sentence. And now, if
you would know how they fared on that journecy, Master
Jordan here will tell you, who was there himself.”

Hereupon the courtiers having entreated Master Jordan
to relate what befell him at the Court of Rome, he complied
with their request as follows :—

“As soon as I had received these commands from the
knight my master here, together with the writs and allega-
tions on our side, and twenty-five marks in silver for our
expenses, I joined myself with Master Sampson, my lord’s
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chaplain, and one man to attend us, and having prepared
ourselves with horses and an outfit suitable to the journey,
we slept that night in London. And on the following day
we rode to Rochester, and on the next to Canterbury, and
thence half a day’s journey to Dover, where we took ship
to Witsand. And thence, on the seventh day, because the
ways were foul, we came to
Paris, where for three days
I frequented the English
school, being desirous of
embracing many of the
scholars who were formerly
my own. And thence we
proceeded, but slowly, be-
cause of the forests and
from fear of robbers, to
Chalons; and thence, ten
days’ journey amongst the
hills, to the hospice of the
Great Mount. And thence
gladly we fared by the
plains to Pavia ; and so by
easy journeys to Cremona,
and Parma, and Biterba,
and on the fifth day we
arrived at Rome., I will
not speak now of the greatness of that holy city, which I
then beheld for the first time, but will proceed to relate what
befell us there, according to your wish.

“Atthe first I laboured for three days in the Curia, to obtain
letters confirmatory ; and after I had advanced many reasons
on this behalf, our lord the Pope spoke to me benignly,
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promising that the same should be granted. And thereupon I
made a gift to him of a silver cup, of the value of six marks.
But when I daily prayed for the delivery of these letters, our
lord the Pope was unwilling, because he would first hear our
adversaries, who had been detained by the way. And when
I still further importuned him, he answered sharply, ‘Ye
have had your answer,’ to which I replied quickly, ‘Yea,
and a masterful one.” Then he in great anger inquired, ‘Is it
not also a just one?’ Whereupon, casting down my eyes,
I replied again, ‘Lord, I know not” But he forthwith com-
manded me to keep silence and to withdraw.

« After this ] went to Piacenza, and afterwards to Pavia.
And in the meantime our adversaries arrived in Rome, hav-
ing been taken and plundered at Chalons. Therefore I too
returned to the city after visiting Bologna, where I engaged
certain of the most learned doctors in the civil law in our
behalf. And after I had returned the Court ordered that we
should be prepared to plead on the third day from then ; on
which day, when we <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>